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With every passing
day we are losing
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town, a cursory glance beneat
appears a beautiful meadow amid patche
of water to every passerby. An illusion
soon vanishes once the sight gets closer.
The rampant growth of willows and wild

grass is what Asia’s largest fresh water lake,
Waular looks like now,
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Prawling area of ¢ aXe is a boon for

the growth of conj

cialness, successive governments
invariably taken it for granted,

it vulnerable to the potential

on in the coming years.

the years it has shrunk drastically

217.8 square kilometers in 191'1

0 @ mere 50 square kilometers. And g
the dry spell it further shrinks. Despit
the initiatives, in part of Governméﬂf
like ‘Wular development project’ wi
the assistance from Centre governmenl
chances of its restoration are bleak. ]
Apart from encroachment, thousaﬂthe
of willow trees have become threat for ¢
lake. “This lake used to give us meaI: di%
of life. It is over now says Ghulamhg "
Reshi, a 70 year old fisherman W o
8rown on the serene waters of this |

water lake.» -



Madhiya Nabi

The present situation
of water bodies in the
state is disruptive.
Due to lacking waste
management, the
water bodies like Dal,
Wullar, Manasbal are

degrading.

he State of Jammu and Kashmir

is bestowed of having abundance

of natural resources. Because of

its natural beauty, the valley is

often called ‘the paradise on earth. But due

to increase in population and demand for

natural resources, the threat to environment
is increasing.

The state is considered rich in mineral

resources like arsenic, borax, coal etc. If
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CONSERVATION OF
ENVIRONMENT IN J&K

wisely utilized, these resources can uplift
the State economy and provide livelihood
to many unemployed people of the valley.
But, unfortunately these approaches are
missing. The wise and judicious use of
these resources remains a question mark
for policy-makers, environmentalists and
politicians as apparently they hardly care
for the welfare of the state.

HOD Earth Sciences Department,»

F



N

U
s

e AL s T i

o JRY 11T

TION ALON
O THE ENCROACHME

'THE WETLAND PERIPHERIES W H
NT OF THE WETLAND HA:

) IT TO A FEW SQUARE KILOMETRES.

WASTELAND

hushar sar, a lake converted
into Wetland, at the verge of
extinction. Everyday thousands
f gallons of untreated sewage
is being dumped into the wetland which
has turned the waters poisonous which has
lead to extinction of natural vegetation, fish
and other aquatic life besides engulfing the
neighbourhood with a foul stink thereby
putting the neighbourhood inhabitants
vulnerable to life threatening diseases.
Unregulated  urbanisation along the
wetland peripheries which has finally lead
to the encroachment of the wetland has
Shrinked it to a few square Kilometres.

Adil Amin

In 1965 it was spread
over a sprawling 0.96
square Kilometres but
now it has been left
to mere 0.6 square
Kilometres

TLAND TURNS INTO

Ironically, no one owes the wetland and
authorities are shifting the blames ﬁ‘bmone
department to another. -

“If one goes by the name and the apparent
functioning of the department it should
come under us but our domain has been
restricied to Dal and Nigeen Lakes only.
Khushz! Sar is no man’s land”, an official at
LAWDA said.

As per the survey conducted by the
Kashmir  University =~ Earth  Science
department there has been nearly 40%
decrease in the size of this wet land.

In 1965 it was spread over a sprawling 0.96
square Kilometres but now it has »
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‘DEAD ANCHAR’

visitors used to take a boat ride from
Dal Lake to the Khushal Sai ”nl""':
water body which is also on the W:'J”u
of extinction “They used 1o enjoy ':‘
only them, Fven we used 1o Ko e b“dllo:
BOt now anymore,” sinys ’,""l“” i
taking hard gushes from his hooksh -
“Wi nrutllummlmul‘t“"“”"Amh“‘”)'u
boats spending mights together fai (s
during summers The view V”'M“’r;m
splendor, suys Taploo polnting with B
Nght hand towards massive M"’“‘l"“'
Hintain 7 that heaises e .'w
Peike of KashmipiHarmukh and
Fangalball il i Cranderbal distrl 'l i
Eaivivasirie tiluliate sfter oo oo

{
l'lll'l'/l | it ol the "‘b‘ »
Seclared i deud” 10 20040 Ll

i “itly Aviching falls ”” !
i demain Srinagal Munielh -

g1
Corporation which in itselt Nugif .
YNy " Saome restaration ""N“.’MI‘A
e Parbivieid ik (SELT R I H”‘.
Wbl e given the 1ask Bt uuﬂ‘%,,z
'u'lhl/h,'\hl’ |j,..l‘{.;«»ltlfi

sl s

fiisu

W dst bnin ¥




