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MIEISISIAIGIE

he mass media has over the
years contributed significantly in
bringingaboutsocialchangeand
transformation, to make usinthe
processdependentonsalvaginginformation
asdiverse as politics, education, science,
religion,agriculture,charities,aviation, etc.

Accordinglyintellectualexercisesaimed
at publication of magazines, journals and
other off shoots help the budding writers
develop ahabitof professional writingand
anopportunitytoexpresstheirideasforthe
benefit of the society at large.

ThepublicationofmagazineMediaTimes
andfortnightlynewspaperMERCTimesby
Media Education Research Centre of our
University is right tread in this direction.

lappreciatethiseffortoftheeditorialteam
andhopethatthe students make fulluse of
the opportunity tobringouttheirbesttothe
fore.

Prof. Khurshid I. Andrabi
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The Chief Editor’s Desk

notherissueofMediaTimes.

Yetanother.Andyetanother.

And | will never be tired of

onemoreissueofit.Because
one more is not far too many.

It is not just the content, different
writingstyles,variedtopicsandmyriad
themes of these features, stories,
reviews, articles; but anoverall, ever
encompassinggushofadrenalinethat
rushes through every word of this
magazine.

Damn it. It is so exhilarating, so
exciting. ltisajoy. Youbecomeaddicted
toit. Page afterpage, asa Chief Editor.

Itisalways anhonortobe partofthis
groovy bunch of kids.

Who teach me more than | have
taught them ever.

Farug Masudi
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EDITOR’S DESK

JOURNALISTS
AS

SAVIOURS

famous journalist Henry
Luceoncesaid: “Ibecame
ajournalisttocomeasclose
as possible to the heart of

the world.”
Everywhereintheworld,journalists

aretaughttobe always ready for crisis situation, be itbreaking out of wars, conflicts, orthe occurrence of
naturalcalamities. Journalistsareusuallyfirstnews dispensersinanemergentcrisis, particularlywhenit
involves their own communities or cities.

Journalistsare supposedtobeamongthemostcredible people outthere,andhaveimportantstoriesto
convey. Thestoriesthatpushpeopletodosomethingforthosewhoneedhelp. ltisduringthecatastrophes,
suchasfloodsandearthquakes,thatjournalistsneedtobemorethanjustreportersofnewsandevents. They
becometherepositoryofinformationandarealsorequiredtodispensenotjustnews, butbepartofreliefand
rescue efforts for trapped people.

TherecentfloodsinKashmirshowcasedjournalistsassaviorsandrescuers.Manyjournalistsjettisoned
theirobserverstatusandjumpedintohelpthesufferingvictimsofthedisastrousfloodswhichhitthevalleyin
thefirstweekofSeptember.Journalistsreactedtotheemergencyinthemostfittingmanner,rescuingvictims
andtakingthemtosaferplaces;theywentbeyondtheirline of duty. Instead of preferringtodoonly stories,
they helpedinrescuing people andbringingrelief materialto the flood-affected populationfromtheirown
sources.Thejournalistscoveringthefloodshowedcompassionbyofferingwater,ridesandrescue,buttheir
mostenduringservicewastoexposethesufferingofcitizenstrappedinharmfullshelters. Theybecamearay
of hope for the distressed and devastated people.

Thebreakdown of communication rendered journalists dysfunctional forawhile, butitdidn’tstopthem
fromutilisingtheirhumanskillstohelpinrescuingpeopleandcreatinginformationcentres, whichweremost
neededatthatpointoftime. Particularly, whentheadministrationhadparalyzeditselfintoinaction,itbecame
paramount for journalists to carry out rescue operations and to create helplines on their own.

Kashmirfloods were afertile groundfor stories and news eventsforjournalists, butjournalists showed
sensitivityinnotbecomingzealous-seekersofnews. Onthecontrary,theyconcentratedalltheirenergieson
focusingonthegravesituationi.e.tosave people’slives. Asrightly saidbyagreatjournalistHenryAnatole
Grunwald, ‘journalismcanneverbesilent:thatisitsgreatestvirtueanditsgreatestfault. tmustspeak.”The
journalists of Kashmir spoke it, and spoke it well.

Ofcourse,Mediaisalwaysindebateoverdichotomyonwhethertobecomecrisismanagersorcrisisescalators
duringadisaster. ThejournalistsinKashmirhaveshownthatjournalistscanalsobesaviourswithoutborders
orbias. Theabilitytoempathizewithpainandsuffering,andthedesiretopreventit,doesnotconflictwiththe
professionalstandards. Thoseimpulsesmakeabetterjournalist, moreattunedtothestories.Journalistsare
taskedwithtelling, iftheychangeanoutcomethroughresponsibleandnecessaryintervention,noonecan
deter them.

Aspartofthetrainingofbuddingjournalists at Media Education Research Centre, itremains ourfocus
toteach notjust the necessary skills required for news writing and reporting, but to turn every student of
journalismintoasensitivepersoncapableofsavinglives. Thecontinuouseffortonpartofthedepartmentisto
developthisaspectofjournalism.Toinculcateinthem,thespiritofhumanagencysothattheyhaveanethical
frameworktoguidethemwhentheyworkinthefield. Yet,inthe case of coveringacatastropheorhardship,
theyaretaughtandremindedthattheyareprimarilyjournaliststryingtocoverastory. Thatistheirprincipal
roleintheworld, andifthey performitwell, itisan absolutely unique service: helpingthe world understand
something as it happens.

Muslim Jan
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Sibtain Hyder

Medla tries to
persuade us
to believe that
our natural
Skin colour

is not good

DARK
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BEING DARK IN COMPLEXION DOESN'T MEAN

| AM A LESSER HUMAN.

axmiChandra,adentistbased

in Jammu, recalls how her

classmatesincollegeusedto

ridicule her because of her
dark complexion.

“They never allowed me to sit next
to them. Being dark in complexion
doesn’tmean | am alesser human. |
amperplexed,Peoplestillcontinueto
stress on this myth that white people
are superior,” she said.

“My relatives barraged me with
words of contempt. My uncle even
bought me a fairness cream and
persuaded metouseiteveryday. For
awoman, looking fairis a mustin this
country,” she added.

Subash, a 25-year old pass-out
from National Institute of Technology
Srinagar, has a similar deplorable
experience to share.

The questions he faced from his
fellowslike“don’tyoutakebath?Look
at your skin, you pollute
thiscollege’,’herecollected.

Media  strengthens
the stereotypes. Itplaysa

People suffer
from low self-

commercialoutcome. Forasuccessful
commercial outcome, filmmakers or
advertiserswillmakeamediaproduct
thatistargetedtoacertain audience.
One could blame filmmakers or
advertisersfortheir stance, butit’s all
society’sfault. Thequestionsare,Can
society be changed? And what role
should the Media play? Media has
becomeamoney-makingmachine;We
can’t get away from the fact.

| believe the only way to change
views is to take education to the
grassrootslevel. Thegovernmentmust
utilise media to project a healthier
viewpoint. Sincethe societywelivein
doesn’t have direction or motivation
forthegood,theshort-termprognosis
will be poor.

You cannot promote something
without comparing it with its inferior,
like they do in advertisements. They
promote a certain brand of fairness
cream by comparing a
dark-skinned person
with an energetic white
skinned one.

significantrole in shaping appreciation. People suffer from
ouroutlook.Anditisdead Colour bias low  self-appreciation.
on target. In promoting a is still lodged Colourbiasisstilllodged
brand or in highlighting in the society. in the society. It not
socialcauses,objectivityis It not only only involves home or

crucial.Butonthecontrary
we see adverts and films
promoting discrimination
onthebasisofskincolour.
Mediatriestopersuade
us to believe that our
natural skin colour is not
good enough. Low caste
workersorbeggarsshowninfilmsare
mostlydark-skinned.Advertisements
of fairness products openly express
that dark is ugly. A report by market
researcher AC Nielsen stated thatin
2010India’sfairnesscreammarketwas
worth$432mandwasgrowingrapidly
attherate of 18 percentayear. Sofar
thisyear,peoplehaveconsumed100
tonsofskinwhiteningproducts,which
are endorsed by the celebrities.
We have to examine culture in
general. Fairness has always been
considered superior. The films,
advertisements are made for a

involves home
or family, but
educational
institutes and
workplaces too.

family, but educational
institutes and
workplaces too. It has
affected our relations.
Discrimination  lives
in those who have
continuouslystressedon
thisconcept.Education
playsanimportantroleinbridgingthe
gap.

In the corporate world of today,
everyvalue,everygreathumanvirtue
istrashed. Evilphenomenonlikeracial
discrimination are being promoted
as common brains already stand
brainwashedtoanti-humantendencies
by today’s corporate culture.
Media, parenting,friendcirclesorlack
ofconscience,whateverbethereason,
darkisnotugly. Whatisuglyisthefact
thatconsciouslyorsub-consciouslyour
society is contributing to this hurtful
social evil. [=
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THE HOLY RELIC WAS FIRST ENSHRINED IN

KHANQUAHI-NAQASHBANDIA AT KHWAJA BAZAAR IN OLD SRINAGAR.

REVERED HOME OF

Ubaid Jeelani

The Hazratbal
shrine houses

the Moi-e-
Muqgqadas, the
holy relic of Prophet
Muhammad

(SAW), which is
displayed only on
special occasions.

@O MEDIA TIMES

THE RELIC
—

azratbalisthereveredMuslim

shrine of Kashmir. The name

of the shrine comes from the

Arabicword‘Hazrat’,meaning
holy or majestic, and kashmiriword ‘bal’,
meaningplace. ltisseenasasymboloflove
and respect for the Prophet Muhammad
(SAW).

Hazratbal is situated on the western
banks of picturesque Dal Lake. Facing
the beautiful Nishat Bagh, the shrine
offers panoramicview ofthe lake and the
mountains afar.

Theshrineisadorable.Peoplecoming
fromfaroffplacesrestbeneaththeChinars.
They come with their families, sit in the
gardens,andenjoythecoolbreezecoming
fromthe DalLake. Theyrelishthe flavour
of the local snacks.

TheFridayprayersofferedhereattract

Muslims in huge numbers. On the other
religiousoccasions,womenofferprayersin
thegardenoftheshrinewhilemenprayat
the other end.

TheshrinehousestheMoi-e-Mugqgadas,
the holy relic of Prophet Muhammad
(SAW). It is displayed only on special
occasions such as Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(SAW) and Shab-I-Meraj every year.

Hazratbal shrine of Kashmir, dates
back to 17th century. The subedar of
MughalemperorShahJahan,SadigKhan,
constructedIshratMahalandagardenat
the site of the Shrine in 1623. However,
whenShahdJahanvisitedtheplacein1634,
he ordered conversion of the palace into
prayer house.

HistoryhasitthatHazratSyedAbdullah
(RA), a trustee of holy shrine of Madina
possessedthreeholyrelic. Heundertook
ajourneytoIndiaandreachedBejapurin
1636duringthereignofShahJahan.After
hisdeath, hissonSyedHamidbecamethe
custodianofthe holyrelic. KhwajaNoor—
u-Din Ashawari, a noted kashmiritrader,
met him and developed deep respect for
him.

While leaving for home, he requested
Syed Hamid for one of the relics. Initially,
he refused, but late gave the relic to
KhawajaAshawarifortakingittoKashmir.
Thelatterchosethesacredhairwhichwas
giventohim.OnreachingLahore,Khawaja
Ashawari was arrested by Aurangzeb
andthe sacredrelicwas enshrinedinthe
DargahatAjmerSharief.Later,Aurangzeb
arranged the passage of the caravan
carrying the holy relic with full honor and
it reached Srinagar in 1700 BC.

The holy relic was first enshrined in
Khanquahi-Nagashbandia at Khwaja
Bazaarinold Srinagar. Fromthere,itwas
shifted to Baghi Saif Khanand housedin
thebungalowofSadigKhan,adescendant
of Mughals. Since then, it came to be
known as Aasari Sharief Hazratbal. =
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LABELING ISLAMAS TERRORISTORPEACEABHORRING RELI-

Omer Malik

The prejudice
against Muslims
in the film

world has
become more
pronounced.

GION IS THE OUTCOME OF MISPLACED ASSUMPTIONS.

BOLLYWOOD TERRORISM

ovies are an effective way
for propaganda. Using
stereotypedimages,cinema
can communicate strong
political messages to its audiences and
exacerbate existing conflicts.

India leads the world in sale of movie
tickets, and its of the interest the public of
theworld’ssecondmostpopulatedcountry
takesinmovies.Bollywoodcompeteswith
Hollywood for viewership and cultural
impactatthe globallevel. Andits success
indoingsocanbejudgedfromitsdemand
inPakistandespitedifferencesbetweenthe
two neighbouring states.

Intheinitialyearsofindependence, the
Indian film industry had many Muslim
producers, directors, writers, and actors.
Back then, Shah Jahan, Mumtaz Mahel,
Anarkali,Mughal-e-Azam,MereMehboob,
Bahu Begum and Chaudwien ka Chand
werethekindofmoviesproducedinindia.
The movies rightly showed Muslims as
rulers and showcased their resplendent
past.

However,overthedecadestheprejudice
against Muslims in the film world has
becomemorepronounced. Theportrayal
of Muslims has changed from that of
philanthropiststoterrorists. In 1970s, the

Bollywood started depicting Muslims as
indolentandfutilenabobs,whosquandered
theirmoney on prostitutes. Mere Hazoor,
Pakeezah,UmraoJaanweresomeofthe
movie based on the theme. In ‘80s and
‘90s, Muslims were shown in movies,
such as Ghulam-I-Mustafa and Angaar,
as underworld Dons. Subsequently, the
trendofpresentingMuslimsasterroristsor
extremistsreacheditspinnacleafter2001.
Due to the 9/11 attack, the political
scenario in the entire world changed.
Muslims in general became direct or
indirectvictimsofthewrath ofthe West. In
India, theincidentof26/11 onlyaddedfuel
to the fire. It influenced Bollywood too.
Since then, most Bollywood movies
have projected a negative image of
Muslims, Thischangeposedaquestion
mark on Bollywood’s position as an
industry for entertainment. Bollywood
has made no effort to highlight the
extremist elements in the Hindu
community in India in order to
establishthatextremisttendenciesaren’t
dependentonreligion.Labelinglslamas
terroristorpeaceabhorringreligionisthe
outcomeofmisplacedassumptionsthat
are unbecoming ofthe country proud of
its cultural diversity and secularism. (=
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ALL SHOULD CREATE A MORAL WATCHDOG FOR OURSELVES.

DON’T BE A STEPHEN

Nisar Dharma

Cunningness
may lead us to a
life of failure and

Shame.

nthisworld of cut-throatcompetition,

how far would you go to clasp on to

thatpositionwhereyouareviewedas

thebenchmarkforothers?Wouldyou
pursueyourconscienceorletyourpraise-
lovinginstinctstakeoveryourdecisiveness?
Orwouldyou choosetobe anentertainer
at the cost of risking your Professional
Integrity?

The questions like these stroll through
yourimaginationwhenyouwatchthemovie
‘Shattered Glass’. This ironic ‘true story’
tellsthe tale of concoction andfabrication
that marred the career of an otherwise
talented writer, Stephen Glass. A24-year
old dynamic reporter working for the
prestigiousin-flightmagazine of AirForce
One, TheNewRepublic(TNR),Stephenhas
madeanameforhimselfasanentertainer
whodoes storiesthat his colleagues wish
they could do. These striking stories are
new,entertainingandattimesresembling
fiction.However,asStephendescribesthe
emphatic fact-check and review process
during the TNR three-day torture test,
no one doubts their credibility. Stephen

@ MEDIA TIMES

“omg

manages to manipulate the process and
slip in his fiction in the form of facts in any
genericarticle,whichdoesnothaveasource
materialandispurelycheckedonthebasis
ofthereporter’snotesanddescriptionofthe
event.Quitemasterfully, Stephenheightens
hisaplombandstartsoverdoinghisfiction-
fact-farcereportsandiseventuallyexposed
by an online magazine, Forbes Digital,
after an article, titted Hack Heaven, is
scrutinizedandfoundfake. Twenty-seven
ofthe41reportsby Stephenareadjudged
asfabricated,makingthereadersquestion
thecredibilityoftheentiremagazine. What
followsis aformal apology letterfromThe
NewRepublicteamtoitsreadersaccepting
the tale of myth, lies and fabrication that
Stephen had managed to write as facts.
‘ShatteredGlass’isamust-watchmovie
foreveryprofessional,notonlyajournalist.
It portrays the significance of sensibility
and common sense over creativity and
treachery. Not only does it tell us a tale of
emphaticrise and equally fastdeclineofa
Journalist'scareer,itmanagestodescribethe
essentialitiesoftheprofession. Thefactthat
assumption,overconfidence
and amateurism should not
overtake your conscience,
honesty and professional
integrity, hasbeenbeautifully
showcasedinthismovie.Some
of the nonverbal intricacies
like showing the lead actor
barefootedintheofficesignifies
howimmobileandtheoretical
hisprofessionallifewas.The
repeated dialogue “are you
mad at me?” tells us how
scepticalandawareStephen
was aboutthefallaciesin his
work. And last but not the
least, the conscious attempt
to show a credible care for
every colleague thereby
gainingtheirtrusttellsushow
planned Stephen was in his
efforts of turning fiction into
facts.Asajournalist,everyone
experiences that =&



delicate momentin his professionwhere
he has to make a sensible decision of
acknowledging what is morally and
professionally right and shunning what
could possibly be a tempting short-lived
success.Butwhatfollowscanbeadisaster
ashappenedwith Stephen. We allshould
create amoral watchdogforourselvesby
strengthening our credibility and thus
not allowing our thoughts take over our
thinking.

Inreality, StephenGlassstudiedLaw
afterhisinfamousexitfromthe world of

journalism.Yethisdisgracedpasthung
ontohimashewasdeniedalicenseto
practicelawbytheCaliforniaSupreme
Court. Pointing out in its ruling that
“Glass’s journalistic dishonesty was
not a single lapse of judgment, but
involved significant deceit sustained
unremittingly for many years.” Glass
was left disorganised and ashamed.
Thattells us thatthe consequences of
ourcunningness mayleadusintoalife
offailureandshame.So,bewareandbe
aware! [=]
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EDUCATION

ducation remains a dream for the

nomadic Bakerwals of Jammu

and Kashmir as the successive

government have failed in making
the mobile schools operational.

An ethnic group basically from the high
altitudesofChenabvalley,Bakerwalswander
from place to place with their cattle for
livelihood. Studyinginregularschoolsisthus
an impossibility for their children who are
constantly engaged in rearing the cattle.

In1970,thethenstategovernmentopened
mobileschoolsforthecommunityatKupwara,
Baramulla, Bandipora, Poonch, Budgam,
Kargil,andRajouri.In‘90s,thesemobileschoolswereshutdown
duetoturmoilandittookthe state administrationyearstomake
them functional again.

However,asurveyconductedbythePresidenttheJ&KResidents
ofBackwardForum,ZakirMalikBhalessi,hasrevealedthatonly
five of the 69 mobile schools started in the Pir Panjal mountain
range have been functioning.

GhulamMohammadGorsehailsfromDoomiGaathi,avillage
inPoonch. GorsemigratesfromPoonchto KashmirwithinApril
and stays here till the harvest season is over.

“The education of my children has been marred by the
government’sunfulfilled promise of mobile schools. Nomobile
school is functioning at the place where | am staying. Mobile
schools exist on papers only,” he says. =

BACKWARD

ONLY FIVEOFTHE69MOBILE SCHOOLS
STARTED IN THE PIR PANJAL MOUNTAIN
RANGE HAVE BEEN FUNCTIONING.

Mir Sheema

In 1970, the then
State government
opened mobile
schools for the
bakerwals, but
the initiative is
proving to be a
damp squib
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Mohammad Abdullah Jahraa hails
fromBrewnwarareaofdistrictBudgam.

Abdullah and his family left home in
May, migratingtothegreenerpasturesof
Dhokal some 30 Kilometers away from
their home.

“Mychildrenhavebeentoschoolsince
we left home,” says Abdullah.

“Whenthegovernmentopenedmaobile
schoolsintheseareasthelastyear,noteven
oneofthemwaswithproperfacilities. The
school was functioning under the open
sky.Theteachershadtoteachintheshade
of the trees. And the school had to be
closed in bad weather,” he says.

The President of Mobile Teachers
Forum,MianMohammadSadiq,agrees
that the scheme is a failure. Sadiqg who
has been working as a mobile school
teacherforlastsevenyearshasn’tseen
anysteptakenbythegovernmentforthe
improvement of these schools.

“The condition of teachers in these

schoolsisbad asthey are paidlessand
areaskedtobeondutyathighaltitudes.
Thereisnoarrangementforthemtostay
in Dhokes,” says Sadiq.

“The educational volunteers working
inmobile schools are supposedtowork
for six months a year, and for rest of the
seasontheyarenotpaidanything.Even
thesalarypaidisnotreleasedforyears,”
Sadiq adds.

AbdulHafeezisastudentof 5thclass
who hails from Kalakote, a village in
Rajouri. Hehascomewith hisparentsto
Kashmir along with their flock of sheep.
Hafeez also left home in April and now
theyare stayingina Dhoke atPulwama.

“Forlastfourmonthslamabsentfrom
schoolandmy studyisdisturbed. There
is no mobile school here. How can |
continue my studies?” he asks.

Director school Education Kashmir
Mir Tarig Ali avoided refused to talk
about it.[=]

| EARN AROUND RS 3000 A DAY HERE. MY CUSTOMERS ARE
MOSTLY THE LABORERS.

Nayeem Rather

The huge
presence of non-
locals has given
Nasrulahpora
vilage the name
of ‘Chota Bihar’

@ MEDIA TIMES

very Friday morning, Sonram

RajuboardsasumoatSrinagar’s

Batamaloo bus stand for

Nasrulahpora village located
some 16 km away in central Kashmir’s
Budgam district.

A resident of Jalandhar city in north
Indian state of Punjab, Raju has been
comingtothevillage forlast 10 yearsto
sellsecondhandclothesat‘BihariMarket’
fair held every Thursday and Friday at
thevillage.Beinganon-local,Rajueasily
mingles into a small crowd of non-local
laborerswhohavebeguntoassemblein
the village. He spreads out arug on the
roadside,arrangestheclothesthathehas
broughtinasackand sitsdowntobegin
the sale.

"learnaroundRs3000adayhere. My
customers are mostly the laborers," he
says.

ThedilapidatedroadinNasrulahpora
is flanked by makeshift stalls flooded
with all kinds of items ranging from

A BIT OF BIHAR
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food articles to clothes and pirated CDs
ofBollywoodmovies.Mostofthevillage’s
population is dependent on agriculture,
which gives fewer yields now and is not
enough to sustain.

But eager shoppers are pouring in
hugenumbers,mostlynon-locallaborers
generalized as ‘Biharis’ who work at
the adjoining brick kilns. They jump
from the roofs of the buses that come
to Nasrulahpora oremerge from shared
passengerstaxis.Somearriveondonkey-
driven carts too. But all kinds of vehicles
are brought to a grinding halt due to
jammedroadsinthevillage. Thecoalladen
truckshonkmadly. The noiseis suchthat
youhavetoshouttomakeyourselfheard.

Thefairisheldonevery Thursdayand
Friday from May to October but the rush
is highest on Fridays. And it is the huge
attendanceofnon-localsatthefairthathas
giventheNasrulahporavillagethenameof
‘Chota Bihar’ in the area.

Outsidethestalls, the‘Biharis’arebusy
inpurchasing stock of essentialitemsfor
theweek. Inastallmanagedby22years
old Zareena, dark-skinned women clad
in ragged saris are busy haggling and
buyingmulticoloredcheapbangles,nose
studs and vermilion. Amidstthe din, loud
shoutspromisingqualityproductsatcheap
ratesemanatefromsomewhereincrude
Hindustani: ‘Company ka Ghata, Logon
kaFayida’.BeneathamajesticChinar,the
laborers have assembled around anon-
local barber, obediently waiting for their
turn. Atabutcher’s shop, long queues of
non-locallaborersarewaitingtogetbeef.

"They eat a lot of beef. | sell around
400 kg on the market day. The business
isgoinggreat,"saysMushtagAhmedDar
whohasbeensellingbeefforlast14years
in the village. The more people pour in,
the more congested the place becomes
and it becomes difficult to even walk.
Innumerableheadsmoveintandem.This
place looks more of a village in Bihar.

Thehistoryof‘BihariMarket'datesback
to the time when the lush green paddy
fieldsofBudgamwereburiedunderbrick
kilns in late ‘90s. With the laborers from
north Indian statesfloodingthe area, the
villagersthoughtofmakinghey,andsome
ofthem set up small, makeshift shopsin
the vicinity of kilns to sell essential items
to the laborers.

Asthenumberofbrickkilnsincreased,
thedemandforgoodsincreasedtoo.The
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makeshiftshopsprovedinadequatetomeet
thedemandsofthelaborers,whobeganto
movetoadjoiningvillagesandtowardsthe
district headquarters in Budgam town.

"In order to curb the economic drain,
we made a decision to hold a fair in the
villagewhereallessentialitemsshouldbe
madeavailable,"saysFayazAhmed,who
was amongthefirstinthe village to have
a shop.

"The laborers are connected with the
laborersofotherareasandtheyalsovisit
the market occasionally," he says.

The fame of the market spread like
wildfire and the vendors started to come
here from other districts to sell their
products. Some of them from Srinagar,
AnantnagandChadooravisitthismarket
regularly for earning a livelihood.

"lcomehereeveryFridaytosellclothes
and shoes, like | do in Sunday Market at
LalChowk,"saysGhulamMohammad,a
residentofSrinagarwhohasbeenvisiting
the‘BihariMarket'inNasrulahporaforlast
five years.

According to locals, around 30, 000
laborers visit the market on Friday and
spendaround Rs 35,00,0000namarket
day. MubashirAhmed Daris a 12th pass
who was unemployed for a long time.
Threeyearsago,hestartedaretailshopin
‘Bihari Market'.

"On a market day, his sale is around
Rs40,000.Thebusinessisgoodhere. The
laborers spend all the money they earn
here. Thank Almighty, | earn enough to
feed my family now," he says.

With their agricultural land changing
intokilns, thevillagerswereunemployed
for a long time and they found it hard to
earn their livelihood. The respite came
with the start of ‘Bihari Market’.

In the last 10 years, the economic
condition of the village has drastically
improved. Itis visibleinthe recently built
plushhousesandruinsofoldmudhouses.

"This village was poor. We had no
avenuesofemploymentbutourliveshave
drastically changed due to this market,"
said Abdul Ahad Dar, the headman of
Nasrulahpora.

Adil Mir, 17, studies in 10th class and
runs an electronics shop in the market.
Adil earns Rs 4000 on the market day.

"l earn while | am still in school. | want
to study and become an engineer. This
markethasallowedmetorealizemydream
of studying," he says. =2
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MohammadSabir,alaborerfromBareli
innorthindianstateofUttarPradeshhas
cometobuyaCD.HeisafanofSalman
Khan.

"lloveSalman.lhavecomeheretobuy
CDs of his films," he says.

As the popularity of the market grew,
many ‘Biharis’begantoestablishshops
inthevillage. Theyrentedsmallpatches
of land and constructed tin sheds from
where they are now running the shops.

HariKishore,whohasasweetsshopin
thevillage,cametoKashmirin1999from
Bihar for the first time.

"For a long time | had no job. |
wanderedhereandthereandthenlheard
ofthismarketandstartedtosellsweetsfor
ayear.Eventuallylgotaplaceheretoset
up my shop," he says.

Not allthe residents of the village are
happy with the presence of ‘Biharis’ in
their neighborhood.

"TherearetoomanyBiharishere. They
create problems and they pollute the
road with their gutka spits," says Abdul
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Hamid, a local of Nasrulahpora. "They
drinkopenlyandhavebecomesofearless
that we have started to fear them now.
Sometimes | think that Article 370 does
not apply to our village."

In past, there have been many fights
between non-locals and locals with
the villagers alleging that many youth
were picked by army for ‘harassing’the
non-local laborers. On July 23, 2012,
ShowketAhmedwas summonedtothe
army camp in Dharmul where he was
allegedlyassaultedforbeinga“supporter
of militants”.

Two days prior to the incident,
Showket had scolded a labor for
drinkingalcoholinpublic."Thelaborer
went to the camp and told them that
| threatened to kill him for drinking
alcohol," says Showket. Later, on the
interventionofvillageelders, Showket
wasreleased.Similarlysixotheryouths
claimedtohavebeensummonedtothe
camp in the recent past on charges of
“harassing the Biharis”. [

ADVENTURE SPORTS IS THE NEW ATTRACTION AMONG YOUTH.

Irfan Mehraj

The beautiful
mountains and
vast areas of
Kashmir offer
tremendous

NOT SO

ADVENTUROUS

AFTER ALL

ver the past three years of boom in tourist
influxinKashmir,adventuresportstoohave

gained popularity. The history of adventure

sports in the valley is short, but the sport is
increasinglybecominganattractionforthesportsmen.
“Adventuresportsisthenewattractionamongyouth
asitischallenging,”saidanofficialatState YouthServices

and Sports Department.

However, the promotion of adventure sport in the
valleyislargelydonebythe State TourismDepartment.
Thedepartmentpushesitasanextensionofthetourism
industry in order to promote tourism in Kashmir.

Earlier, itwas mountaineering, skiing and the water

sportslikerafting,canoeingandswimmingthatformed
the bulk of adventure sports in the valley. Now, other
sportshaveenteredtheframeaswell. Paraglidingisone
of them.

Introducedinthe valley Septemberlastyear, aseven-
day paraglidingfestivalwas held atAsthanmargDaraon
the outskirts of Srinagar. Itreceived positive response=>

scope for sports

@ MEDIA TIMES




MVEDIA TMES |

from sport enthusiasts. Organised and
supervised by Jammu and Kashmir
TourismDepartment,thefestivalwasyet
another steptowards promotingtourism
in Kashmir.

“Although paragliding is done in
other parts of India, the beautiful
mountains andvastareas of Kashmir
offer tremendous scope for this
adventure sport,” Ghulam Ahmad
Mir, Minister for Tourism, said on the
occasion.

“Paraglidingisthenewestentrantto
theadventuresportsceneinthevalley,
although it is mainly conducted for
tourismpurposes,”said ShabirShah,
aphysical educationteacher at State
YouthServicesandSportsdepartment.

Skiingisthemostpopularadventure
sport followed in the valley. Every
winter, touristsandlocals alikethrong
the snowy meadows of Gulmarg to
participate in skiing events.

“Skiing is the most famous among
all adventure sports in the valley as
it is very popular owing to the snow

at Gulmarg,” Muzamil Ahmad Dar,
another physical education teacher
at State Youth Services and Sports
department, said.

State Youth Services and Sports
department conducts yearly skiing
coursesforschoolgoingstudents.Other
than skiing, it offers mountaineering
and rock climbing courses as well.

“Mountaineeringandrock-climbing
has limited participation. Skiing
receives the bulk of participation,” he
said.

Rockclimbingisheldonceinayear
for school students in under-19 age
group.However,MuzamilAhmadDar
thinksthesportislosingitscharminthe
valley asthereislimited participation.

“When | started out, rock climbing
was my passion. Sadly the sport is
ignored today,” he said.

Theannualskiingcourseconducted
bytheYouthServicesdepartmentcosts
aroundRs30Lakh. ltisa45-dayevent
divided into three courses in which
students from all private 2
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andgovernment-runschoolsparticipate.

“We conduct skiing courses only for
schoolgoing children. Ourjobistoimpart
sports training at the grassroots level,”
Shabir Shah, an official, said.

SeveralofficialsatState YouthServices
and Sports department rue the fact that
thereisnoseparateadventuresportswing
in their department.

“We had a post of Assistant Director
Skiing and Mountaineering. But this post
wasdemolishedsixyearsagoforunknown
reasons,” Muzamil lamented.

Presently, thereis noadventure sports
wing in the department. The department
conducts only a few adventure sports
coursesin Skiing, Mountaineering, Rock
Climbing and Rafting.

“But it is negligible. We can do much
moreifthereisaseparateadventure-sport
wing in our department,” said Shabir.

OtherthanYouthServicesdepartment,
there are other Skiing events which are

sponsoredbyJ&KTourismDepartment.

A yearly skiing event is held

by Indian Institute of Skiing

and Mountaineering,

sponsored by State

Tourism Department. It’s

an open event, inviting

participation from all age
groups.

J&K State SportsCouncil,

a semi government body, also

conducts an open skiing event.

Kashmir University too has its own
skiing event.

While the promotion of tourism
industry in Kashmir
forms the main
reason behind
promotingadventure
sports in the valley,
thereisnoimparting
of adventure sports
trainingatthe school
and college level.

“Adventuresports

training shall be

State Youth Services and imparted at the

Sports Department school levelsothatit
officials.

will boost popularity
ofthe sportand also
help in boosting
sports activity in
Kashmir,”saidShabir
Shah.
Physicaleducation
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teachers associated with Youth Services
department argue that the promotion of
adventure sports in Kashmir only serves
commercial interests, and that Kashmiri
studentsbyandlarge donotbenefit. They
arguethatif adventure sportsin explored
at grassroots level, it will help in creating
career opportunities.

“Today adventure sports are used
for commercial purposes by tourism
departmentinvolvinginstructorsfromthe
outside. How do Kashmiri’s benefit from
that?” asked Muzaffar.

Adventure sport has tremendous
potential in valley, argued Shabir Shah.

“Today’syouthareadventurelovers,soif
propertrainingisimpartedatschoollevelit
wouldcreatecareeropportunitiesasnotall
ofthemwillthinkofbecomingdoctorsand
engineers,” he said.

The skiing events conducted by the
Youth Services department only serve
the recreational purposes as there is no
competitionatprofessionalleveltotestthe
ability of students.

“Sincethere are no skiingcompetitions
where students can be groomed at
professionallevel,itbecomesanexerciseof
acquirement of certificates,” he added.

For Shabir Shah and Muzammil Dar,
the youth services department should
be authorized to conduct tournaments
in adventure sports so that this form is
explored at the professional level.

Lackofinfrastructure and absence ofa
separate adventure sports wing at Youth
Servicesdepartmentareafewreasonsthat
adventuresportsremainsunexploredatthe
school level.

“Therearenotenoughtrainers.Theyare
brought from outside. How can there be
homegrowntrainerswhenadventuresports
is not imparted at the school level,” said
Shabir Shah.

Theadvancementofadventuresportin
valley will only happen if it’s imparted at
school level. “If school going children are
trainedforadventuresports,theycanahave
afuture asadventuristsanditwillhelp our
economy,” argued Shabir.

Thepresentsceneofadventuresportsin
valleyisdominatedbycommercialinterests.
At one end Tourism department treats the
sport as a tool in promoting tourism in
Kashmirwithnegligiblebenefitstothelocal
populace, at other end is Youth Services
department,whichlacksinfrastructureand
work force totrain students forthis sport.[=l
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THE ABSENCE OF HUTS TOO A PROBLEM FOR THE TOURISTS.

Yusra Khan

The lack of
infrastructure
results in
economic loss
to the people
whose business
is associated
with the garden.

TULIPS IN

TRAUMA

n the banks of Dal lake in the

SrinagarcityistheAsia’slargest

tulipgarden,whichreceived24

newvarietiesoftulipsthisyear
andalsosuffereddamageatthe handsof
the weather.

Thisyear,theweatherwasn’tfavourable
for the growth of Tulips. The heavy
snowfall in early spring and the unusual
heavyrainfallthereafteraffectedgrowthof
the flowers.

“This year there was too much snow
which affected the blossom and now the
rain is affecting. Too much rain or too
muchdryweather affectsthebloom.The
temperature should remain 20 degrees
Celsius,”saysoneofthegardeners,Nissar
Ahmad.

Therainsaffectedthetulips,butcouldn’t
affect the tourist rush.

“I came here for first time. We haven't
visited Gulmarg, Pahalgam or Sonmarg
yet. | and my family arrived only the last
evening, and we wanted to explore the
gardenfirst. Wehaveheardalotaboutthis
garden, butitreally is very beautiful. And

therainaddstoitsbeauty,”Chandrakanta,
a tourist from Haryana, said.

The only inconveniences the tourists
sufferareduetothelackofinfrastructure
atthe garden. There is no tiled walkway,
and the visitors are forced to walk on the
muddy tracks.

“Thereshallbeaproperwalkwaysothat
we could walk without any fear of falling
over. It’'s soinconvenient. The ticket cost
me Rs 200, but | think it is not worth it.
This muddytrackisblottingthe beauty of
thegarden,”saidatourist, TarunSaxenaof
Lucknow.

The absence of huts too is seen as a
problembythetourists. Aprilisthemonth
oftulips andrainsin Kashmir, butthereis
no arrangement of shelter.

“Infrastructure could have been
improved. Therecouldhavebeenahutor
asheltersomewheretosaveusfromrain.
Itmustbe affectingthe businessaswell,”
Kashmiri, visiting the garden, said.

The lack of infrastructure results in
economiclosstothepeoplewhosebusiness
is associated with the garden.=>
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The only restaurant in the garden is
improperly placed. Its owner has paid
Rs 3.5 lakh for the space this year, but
rain and the lack of infrastructure are
becoming a threat to his business.

“l used to earn Rs 30,000 a day
previously,butlhardlyearnRs5000-6000
a day now,” the owners said.

“Apart from the rain, the problem is
this mud. Tourists don’t come to have
foodduetothemud. Wehaverequested
the department to concrete paths, but
they don’t pay any attention making us
suffer,” he added.

In front of the restaurant is a tent in
whichtourists and visitors enjoy Kehwa
madewithsaffron.AcupofKehwaserved
with bagirkhani costs Rs 30.

“Our business is affected by the rain.
We paid Rs3,00,000forthisplacefor28
days.Lastyear,weearnedagoodprofit,
but this year the business is running in
loss,” the owner said.

Kashmiri tradition and culture is
on display everywhere in the garden.
From the hawker selling Kehwa to the
photographerswhomakestouristsposein
Kashmiricostumes,everyoneisdoinghis
bittoshowcasethecultureandtraditions
of Kashmir

“We have all the Kashmiri garments
both for men, women and children. We
have jewellery too. Tourists, especially
Indians,lovetobephotographedinsuch
costumes.” says Aabid Bhat, one of the
photographers.

Thegardenoftulipsisalsofamousby
the name ‘Siraj Bagh’. The garden was
basically an apple orchard, which was
laterturnedinto anurserybyfloriculture
department where flowers used to be
cultivated and exportedtothe countries
across the globe. The garden has 122
varieties of tulips, having 1.5 million
bulbs,andisspreadover15hectares’of
land.[=

KARGIL HAS CHANGED VERILY IN THE PAST TWO DECADES WITH THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF LADAKH AUTONOMOUS HILL DEVELOPMENT

Ghulam Murtaza

Kargil has
fremendous
potential for

tourism due to
the presence of
picturesque Spots

like Damsna,

Panikhar, Zanskar,

and Drass.

COUNCIL IN 2003.

KARGIL: ARYANS’

ABODE

beautiful landscape in the middle
ofHimalayasisKargil—oneofthe
two districts of Ladakh region of

Jammu and Kashmir.

Priorto 1949 ceasefirebetween Indiaand
Pakistan,LadakhwasdividedintoLeh,Skardu,
andKargiltehsils.Earlier,Kargilwasknownas
Purig, and its people were called Purgis.

The name Kargil, derived from the local
word gar-kil meaning “were to stay” for the
region is at an equal distance from Skardu,
Kashmir, and Leh, came into trend in 1800
afterthe attack of general Zorawar Singh on

Ladakh.

Kargilis situated atanaltitude of 9000 feet
abovesealevel.LehandKargiltogethercover
anareaof59,605sgkmfromZojilatoZanskar
ononeside andfromBatalikto BodhKharbu

on the other.

Themajoritypopulaceofthedistrictissettled
on the banks of Suru river, which originates

from the Penzila glacier of Zanskar.=>
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TheareaisknownasSuruvalleyorSuru
Karchay.

KargilismostlyareofDardorTibeteen
origin, belonging to Dards, Purgis and
Baltis ethnicities. Dards came from
Gilgit and have settled in the Drass
region. Purgis are a mixed breed of the
Dards, Mongolian,andTibeteenorigin.
AndBaltisbelievetheyhavecomefrom
Baltistan.

Purgis speak Purgi language, the
inhabitantsofDrassuseshinalanguage,
and Baltis use the Balti language.

Kargilwitnessesaveryscantyrainfall
and has less vegetation, but on the
outskirts of Suru basin the land is very
fertile. Farmerssowtwocropsinayeatr.
Barley, wheat, millet, peas, and black
beansareregularincultivation.Kargilis
famousforitsapricots. Theareaisfamous
for its gem stones.

Kargil has a distinction of being the
habitat of a special ethnic race called

| VEDIA TIME

Aryans, which live in the Darchiks
Garkoon area. They have preserved
theirraceforthousandyears.Historians
believe that they may have come from
Romeandsomebelievethattheyarethe
descendentsofAlexanderthegreat. The
people follow Buddhism and speak a
different language.

Kargil has a tremendous potential
for tourism due to the presence of
picturesquespotslikeDamsna,Panikhar,
Zanskar, and Drass. The region has
various sculptures of Buddha that are
thousands of years old and are called
Chamba in the local language.

Kargil has changed verily in the past
two decades with the establishment of
LadakhAutonomousHillDevelopment
Councilin2003.Thepresentgeneration
of Kargil wants to be in touch with the
globalworldandthegovernmentistaking
stepstoforsocio-economicdevelopment
of the region. [=




WE ARE TRYING OUR LEVEL BEST TO PRESENT PROGRAMMES THAT WILL
BENEFIT AND ENTERTAIN OUR LISTENERS.

VADI KiI AWAAZ

o i

s

Altaf Hussain

Radio Kashmir
Srinagar has
over the

years evolved
as a powertul
medium in the
Valley.

€@ MEDIA TIMES

ntherecentdecades,RadioKashmir
Srinagar has become the voice of
Kashmir, touching the hearts of
millions of Kashmir.

“RadioKashmirSrinagarhassomething
new for its listeners every day. That is
the reason we listen to Radio,” Ghulam
Mohammad Mir, an avid fan of Radio
Kashmir, said.

Programmes like Payame Subh, Aaj
ki Surkhiyan, Zoon Dab, Hello Tuhenz
Farmaish, Dhadkan, Shehrbeen, and
Hamsafar are winning the hearts of
people.Shehrbeenhasbeenhighlighting
the problems and issues confronting the
common people. Aaj ke Surkhiyan is an
importantprogrammeforthepeopleliving
in far flung areas for it brings to them
headlinesofthelocalnewspapers,which
theydon’tusuallyhaveaneasyaccessto.
ZoonDabhasbeenthemostpopularradio
featurethathighlights problemsfaced by

the people.

“We aretrying ourlevelbestto present
programmesthatwillbenefitandentertain
our listeners from different walks of life,”
StationDirectoratRadioKashmirSrinagar
said.

“We have a responsibility towards our
society. We are here notonly to entertain
peoplebutwehavetoinformandeducate
them also,” she added.

ltisperhapsfortheeffortsofbroadcasters
thatradiohasovertheyearsevolvedasa
powerfulmediumformasscommunication
in the Valley. Despite mushrooming of
televisionchannels,ithasretaineditsplace
in the society as an effective medium for
awareness about social issues.

“Radio offers variety of programmes,
ranging from entertainment to news. It
builds opinions, entertainsus,andkeeps
usupdated,’saidSuhailAhmad,acollege
student. [=
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THIS TYPE OF WORK IS QUITE DIFFICULT FOR PEOPLE LIKE ME.
THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD SUPPORT PEOPLE LIKE ME.

CRIPPLED BY FATE,
ENDOWED BY WILL

Sami Ullah

Crippled lgbal,
from Damhal
Hanyjipora

village of south
Kashmiri's
Kulgam district,
helps his father
to earn livelihood
for their family.

ith sweat on his forehead

and nose, he drives his

wheelchaironhotsummer

days amid heavy traffic
in Lal Chowk, the commercial hub of
Srinagar.Inastammeringvoice,healmost
pleadspeopletobuyhislislamicpostersor
dry fruits.

For crippled Muhammad Igbal,19, it
isadaily routine—toleave home early in
the mornings with a collection of Islamic
postersandpacketsofdryfruitscarriedon
the top of his wheel chair.

Igbal, who is from Damhal Hanjipora
villageofsouthKashmiri’sKulgamdistrict,
stayswithhisfather,alabourer,inarented
roomatShaltengSrinagar.Sincehisfather
findsithardtoearnadecentlivelihoodfor
hisfamily, Igbaldecidedtolend ahelping
hand.

Everyday,hemovesfromShaltengtoLal
Chowk, sellingthe posters and dry fruits.

“Everyday, lleave Shaltengat9amon
mywheelchairtotourvariousareasofthe

city to sell the items to commuters. | sell
about 10 posters a day,” he says.

Hedoesn'tsellthesameitemsthroughout
theyear,butkeepsonchangingthegoods
as per the market demand.

“I keep on selling different varieties. In
theholymonththereisahugedemandfor
Islamicpostersanddryfruitsfortourists,”
he says.

Forlgbal,thedesiretobeindependent
has been the driving force.

“Normallyweseemostdisabledpersons
giveupbecauseoftheirdisabilities,andthen
theysufferproblemslikeunemployment.
Some eventurnto begging,” Igbal says.
“Butapersonshallnotgetdiscouragedand
shall learn to live with dignity.”

Igbal says sometimes he hastoreturn
homewithemptyhandsaftertheday’shard
work.

“This type of work is quite difficult for
peoplelikeme.Thegovernmenthereshall
havegivensubsidiesforpeoplelikemeto
start their own business,” he says. [=



ULTIMATELY, THE LEECHES DIE WHILE THE PATIENT IS SAVED.

Rx LEECHES

Yasir Gaffar

Leech therapy is
one of the oldest
treatments used
for alleviation of
pain.

@ MEDIA TIMES

n the Friday market set up at a little
distance from the Hazratbal shrine,
GhulamMohammadtendstopeople
complaining of knee ache, back
problems, pimples, sinusitis, or blood
pressure.Theseptuagenarianleechtherapist
appearsincongruousinthethoroughfare
packedwithfruitsellers,beardedbeggars,
wailinginfants,andcrumblingmatriarchs.

Sitting on a jute rug, surrounded by
ill people, Mohammad does not sport a
stethoscope or surgical garb; there are no
florescent lights generally present in the
clinics.

His only tools are a cloth pouch full of
leave andyearsof experience. Hisway of
dealing with the patients isn’'t cosmetic.
Hismethodofassuagingpainissomewhat
queer.

HeplacesaleechonthekneeofManjeet
Kour.Afterapplyingwateronherskinwith
hisforefinger,theoldmanpicksupanother
wormandplacesitjustbelowthe previous
one.Therearefourleechessuckingblood
from Manjeet’s leg at a time.

Mohammad says that he inherited the
practise from his father.

“If a patient is suffering from some
poisonousdisease,theleechessuckoutthe

poison.Ultimately,theleechesdiewhilethe
patientissaved,”’hesaysMohammad.“The
therapy has no side effects.”

Leech therapy is one of the oldest
treatments used for alleviation of pain.
The speciesofleechusedformedicinal
purpose is called Hirudo medicinalis,
whichliveincleanwater. Theseleeches
can suck 5-10 ml of blood, many times
their body weight.

Hirodu therapy, the use of medicinal
leech for medical purposes, was
introduced by Ibn- e Sina. According
torecords,leechtherapywasprevailing
during the Egyptian pheronic dynasty
some 3500 years ago.

GreekandRomanphysicianshavemade
note of these invertebrates for remedial
properties. Leechtherapywasinpractice
in America during the 19th century when
physiciansuseditforavarietyofillnesses.
However, the trend started declining with
the introduction of modern medicinal
methods.

Leechtherapy has beenin practice for
centuriesinKashmirvalley,andcontinues
to be a source of succour for many
Kashmiri’s who stilladhere to this age old
method of healing. [=
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Afshan Rashid

Barselaar begin
his spintual
joumey in
Kashmir in
1980

AN ENGINEER BY PROFESSION, 64-YEARS-OLD
AUSSIE VAN DEN BARSELAAR IS A FOLLOWER OF
KASHMIR SHIVISM.

n the shade of centuries-old mighty

Chinar in the premises of Khir

BhawanitempleatGanderbal,George

Van Den Barselaar is resting on a
chair, surrounded by glowing earthen
lampsandthefragrancefromincensesticks
and flowers. An engineer by profession,
64-years-old Aussie is a follower of
Kashmir Shivism.

“Every spiritual life is a journey; mine
began in Kashmir in 1980,” he says.

Barselaarwas 29 when hefirst visited
Kashmir, and fell in love with Kashmir
Shivism.He studieditforadecade under
the guidance of Swami Lakshmanjoo.

“I was born in a Methodist family that
was not rigid in practicing religion. In
KashmirlbecameassociatedwithShivism
and helped Swamiji’s trust in publishing
books and circulating them in America
and Australia,” he says while opening a
book to find a photograph of himself .

“Thisisyoungme,whenlwasastudent
ofShivism,”hesays,wearingasmileonhis
wrinkled face.

Barselaar believes that all religions
have the same theme that “God is one”,
but different approaches. And Kashmir
Shivism, he insists, “is the best path for

i e .
‘DIFFERENT RELIGIONS,
ONE THEMFE’

meditation”.

He visits Kashmir almost every year
to be at Ishwar Ashram trust at Nishat,
Srinagar.Hiswifetoohasvisitedtheplace.
Thisyear,hewasspeciallyinvitedtoset-up
abookstall at Khir Bhawani for books on
the life and teachings of Lakshmanjoo.

“History has it that many Kashmiri
Muslims are actually third or fourth
generation Hindus. | feel very bad for the
younger generations of Kashmir because
theyarelosingtouchwiththeirtraditions;the
departureofKashmirpanditshasdisturbed
the social setup completely,” he says.

Khir Bhawani has been Kashmiri
pandits’vital connectionto Kashmir. And
reduction in the number of visitors is the
onlychangeBarselaarhasnoticedatthe
temple after 1990.

“Except the decline in the number of
devotees visiting the temple, there is no
changehere.Thereisnochangeintheway
they (devotees) do their religious rituals
here,” he says.

“IndiaisgoingtotheWest,’hecontinues,
“andthe WestiscomingtoIndia. Despite
their rich traditional and cultural values,
Indians, unfortunately, tend to follow the
West. It is a cause of concern.” [=]
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BE TRUTHFUL AND HAVE FAITH IN YOUR ABILITIES AND CAPABILITIES.

Anayat Sultan

Everyone has
o have a role
model for
inspiration

“Thereisbutonecauseoffailureandthat
is a man’s lack of faith in his true self,”
William James

Thecreatorhascreatedeverysoulwith
someuniquetalentsandpotentials. This
uniquenessintermsoftalentandpotential
is something that makes this world
fascinating and diverse. The patrticular
talentandpotentialenableseachoneof
us to serve the mankind, and work for
betterment of the society. The diversity
makesuscurioustoknowmoreaboutthe
people and the culture, and about how
andwhythingsworkin a particularway.
Itthus becomes possible forustofind a
way to change them for better.

We live in a world where everyone is
dependent on others for one reason or
the other. We cannot live inisolation for
thereasonthatwe,ashumans,haveneeds
andwantsthatcannotbesatisfiedwithout
social bonds. Everyone in this world
wantstobesomeone.Andthatsomeone
wemaysucceedinbecomingdefinesthe
measuresofsafety,security,orhappiness
we win in this life.

Tobecomesomeone,everyonehasto

'BEING YOURSELF

have a own role model forinspirationin
depressing and hard times. But in this
process of looking up for inspiration,
we, more often than not, tend to lose
our originality and individuality by
following every act, good or bad, of our
rolemodels.Weworkveryhardtobelike
someoneelse.Wealwaysconformtothe
society’scommonsensewithoutrealising
whetheritsimpact on us will be positive
or negative.

It is often found that we are not our
true selves inthe company of others as
weconsciouslyorunconsciouslywearthe
mask to project a certain kind of image
in certain situations. We do it hoping
that this will serve our interests without
realising that we would have to live in
aconstantfear of beingunmasked. It’s
imperativethatweshouldneverloseour
originality or individuality, which are a
person’shiggestassetandstrengthinhard
times.

I'simportantthatonerecognisesthe
uniqueness about his personality. We
humans have thetendencytocompare
ourselves with others, and it is not the
rightthingtodo.Bycomparing,weattach
high expectations with ourselves and
sometimes when we fall short of those
expectations. Thecontemptforone’sown
self starts to take roots. Every human
hasflaws as well as strengths, but what
mattersishowwedealandovercomethe
weaknesses.

Itwillbe inthe bestinterestofusallto
betruthfultoourselves andhavefaithin
ourabilitiesandcapabilities. Manykinds
offlowers make agardenbeautiful, and
the world is beautiful only due to the
presence of different individuals in it.

Youholdsignificancetillyourmaintain
your individuality; once you lose it, you
are lost in the abyss of insignificance.
Once you know that you have already
beengivenanindependent,unique,and
timeless identity, you need never worry
about making yourself like someone.

“It’'s saferto be that which we destroy
thanbydestructiondwellindoubtfuljoy”,
William Shakespeare. [E
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DAYAN CHAND, THE INDIAN HOCKEY LEGEND, REFUSED TO PLAY FOR
GERMANY WHEN ADLOF HITLOR OFFERED HIM MONEY.

GAMES: FIXED

Idrees Dar

Overemphasis
on money is

a matter of
concem.

herewasnoconceptofcurrency

in ancient times. Man was

living a life of wanderer. With

the passage oftime, conceptof
private property cameintobeing. Desire
for property created competition.

Fromancienttomedievalperiodtoso-
calledmodernage,scenehasdrastically
changed. ‘Survival of the fittest’ theory
by Darwin shook the minds of humans.
Humans began to feel insecure in the
competitive nature of life. Now race for
money in every walk of life. Human have
becomesomoneymindedthattheycango
to any extent to make money.

Moneyfactorhasalsotouchedthearena
ofsports.Moneyhasinvadedtheessence
ofsports. Thisdoesnotmeanthatmoney
is curse; itisindeed important part of life
anditplays goodrole in sports. But over
emphasis on money is rally a matter of
concern.

Sports reflects the endurance of life.
Sports keep one fit and healthy, and
givesusreliefintimesofdistress.Sports
is about sprit and determination and
teachesushowtotackleproblemsoflife.
Football,tennis,cricketoranyothersport
should be kept within its framework of
originality.

Now billion dollar sports leagues like
football leagues of Europe, glamorous
baseballandbasketballleaguesofUSA,
IPL of India are growing at a very
alarmingspeed.Playersovernightswitches

teamswhenofferedmoremoney.Football
whichiscalledbeautifulgameandcricket
which is known as gentleman’s game
have losttheirreal essence. Nowadays,
players are devoid of sportsmanship;
fame and money is their priority. Money
has ruined the competitive spirit and
joy of participation in sports. Honor and
respectmeansnothingtosportspersons.
The ethics of sports have been jolted by
excessive commercialisation.

However, there are still some sports
lovers and sportspersons who try their
hardtokeepitalive. Example was setby
Dayan Chand, the great Indian hockey
legend, whorefusedtoplayfor Germany
when German dictator Adlof Hitlor
offered him money and a high post in
army. DhayenChandknewthehonourof
playing for his nation.

Money also talks in sports in Kashmir.
According to Ghulam Nabi Baba, a well
know footballer of ‘60s and ‘70s, today’s
playerslackcommitmentandenthusiasm,
and“nooneinKashmirisplayingforstate
as they play for money only”.

The pleasure is in the joy of victory
or in the striving for a win after a defeat.
Sportsisallaboutspiritofsportsmanship.
The doom of sports seems to be near if
thegamesarenotsavedfromoverflowof
money.Excessofeverythingisbad.Every
sports lover should come up with airon-
will to save sports from turning into a
commercial hotspot. =
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THE ONLY HOPE OF SURVIVAL FOR THE ART IS THE ANNUAL SHOW
ORGANISED EITHER BY RADIO KASHMIR OR THE TOURISM DEPARTMENT.

Ishan Fazili

The young
generation
cannot survive
through this art,
which has lost its
value

@ MEDIA TIMES

DIMINISHING ROLES OF
BHAND PAETHER

heir costumes are unusual
with flashy colours and well
ornamented to grab attention.
They converse in a tone which
soundslikeamixtureofsingingandtalking.
Thebuzzingofthetrumpetissomewhata
signature tune of their art. And when they
startentertainingtheygivethespectatorsa
lottointrospectthroughtheirsatiricalacts.
ThesearetheartistsofKashmirifolktheatre,
the “bhands” of the “Bhand Paether”.

Thehistoryofbhandpaetherdatesback
t01800’s,whenitwasusedtoentertainthe
king andto spread socialmessages. The
army of entertainers would walk through
the villages and entertain people. They
wouldbespeciallycalledovertomarriage
ceremoniestoaddtothecelebrations.But
thepastfewdecadeshaven’tbeencordial
with the art of Bhand Paether.

Now, Theyhardlyroamthroughvillages
toentertainortospreadpublicmessages.
Themarriageshavebecomesuchanaffair
wherethepeoplehardlyneedatraditional
musicanddanceshow.Andassuchtheart
is dwindling and the artists are suffering.
The only hope for survival of the Bhand
Paetherisasingleshowthattheydooncein
ayear with Radio Kashmir or the tourism
department. This effort is too minimal to
help save the art or to help the “bhands”
financially. The artis setto doom and the

artists are suffering.

Witheyessunkendeepandskinwrinkled
around them, the professional bhand,
AbdulQayoomBhagatofAkingamareaof
Anantnagdistrict,fromwherethebhands
arebelievedtobehaveevolvedsaysthatthe
artis no more beneficial financially. “The
younggenerationcannotsurvivethrough
this art as it has lost its value”, he says.
The bhands now hardly walk through the
villagestoentertainandthemarriageshave
become such anaffairwhere atraditional
music and dance show is not required or
does not fit the settings.

The only meek hope of survival for the
artofBhand Paetherisoneshowthatthey
do annually with Radio Kashmir or the
tourism department. “We get to do one
show with Radio Kashmirinayear. Is this
effort enough to save the dwindling art of
BhandPaether?”asksAbdulQayomBhagat.
Bhagatandhis otherfamilymembersare
professionally “bhands”, the folk theatre
artistsofKashmir.Bhagatreminiscesthat
helearntthis art of “public entertainment”
fromhisfather, who himselfhadinherited
it from his ancestors. “Roaming through
villagesandperforminginmarriages’made
AbdulQayoomBhagatearnenoughforhis
family.

When the art, which is a profession as
well fetchesminimalwages,theartistsare=>»



boundto abhandonit. The bhands blame
the“20yearsofturmoilandtheapathyatthe
handsofthegovernment’forthelostsheen
of the art. “The government is not paying
attentiontothefateofthisart”,saysGhulam
Mohi-u-din Aijaz, a professional bhand
from Wathoora area of Budgam district.
Hesuggeststhattrainingprogrammescan
prove to be a breather for the art of bhand
paether which is dying a silent unnoticed
death.

Cultural experts opine that the Bhand
Paether have the “potential of solving
currentsocialissues’bycreatingawareness.

“As this art is a media and can throw
effectivesocialmessages,theproblemis
thatoursocietyisfacingcanbe solvedby
them”,suggestsZareefAhmedZareef,an
eminent poet of the valley.

The number of bhand theatres in the
valley stands at 15 and the number of
peopletheyareengagingis400.Thestake
holdersofthisartaretoilinghardsilentlyto
makethenumbersmaintaintheirstandard.
Astheartisontheverge of extinction, the
bhandshave pinnedalltheirhopestothe
Divine for their art to survive through the
times. (=

WILL CAN HELP US ACHIEVE ANYTHING. A STRONG WILL ISN'T ONLY
TO ACHIEVE FEATS, BUT IT ALSO DICTATES OUR BEHAVIOUR.

WILL YOU, WILL YOU NOT?

Rafia Rahim

With a willing
heart, we

can be less
Judgemental,
more caring,
more thoughtful,
more loving,
and more
understanding.

nderstanding is the greatest
poweronecanhavetosucceed
in life. But every now and
theneachoneofushastorely
upon feelings or will of heart rather than
onthoughts.Confrontedbyhardships,we
often forget about our surroundings and
retreattoour hearttofind ourselves, and
toknowwhoweare. Withthewillofheart,
we can do anything we dream of.
InAbrahamLincoln’swords, “Nothingin
thisworldisimpossibletoawillingheart.”
AndAndrewCarnegiesaid, “Peoplewho
areunabletomotivatethemselvesmustbe
content with mediocrity, no matter how
impressivetheirothertalentsare.”"When
Alexander the great decided to conquer
theworld,hesucceeded.LouisBraillewas
ablindeducationistwhodevisedthetouch
system of reading and writing for blind.
Helen Keller was both blind and deaf,
butbecameaneducatorforblind. Sudha
Chandran, thefamous classical dancer,
danced her way into millions of hearts
acrosstheglobedespitehavinglostherlegs
inanaccidentbeforethestartofhercareer.
Shedidtheimpossible. Theirsuccesswas
result of their will, determination and
confidence.
Nothingisimpossibletoawillingheart.
Willcanhelpusachieveanything.Astrong
willisn’t only to achieve feats, but it also
dictates our behaviour.
Once a man walked up to me and my

friend, asking for money. | turned away,
but my friend gave him Rs 500. | asked
herthe reason, and she responded with
the question, “Why did you turn away.” |
suddenlyrealisedthatljudgedtheman—
thathe shouldn’tbebegging—injusttwo
seconds, butmy friend didn’ttry tojudge
him. She just followed her will.

With a willing heart, we can be less
judgemental,morecaring,morethoughtful,
moreloving,andmoreunderstanding.Let
us be one ofthose people whom nothing
can stop from following their will. =
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THE PROBLEMS USUALLY ARISE WITH UNPLANNED EXPANSIONS IN
ABSENCE OF GOVERNMENT’S CONTROL AND POLICIES.

DISASTROUS EXPASION

Nazir Gillo

The expansion
or the city

has strained

the available
infrastructure and
urban services.

inagar city is undergoing an
unplanned expansion with its
pulationdangerouslyoccupying
e agricultural land.

Thecity,whichisspreadover294square
kilometre and has a population of density
of 8,523 persons per squarekilometre, is
expanding. The people are moving from
the congested parts of the city to new,
unplanned residential pockets in the
peripheries, damaging the agricultural
lands and natural beauty in the process.
Unplannedanduncontrolledexpansion
of cities usually leads to soil erosion,
concentration of low-income groups in
ecologically sensitive areas, increase in
cost of infrastructure, and the misuse of
fertile agricultural land for commercial or

residential purposes.
The problems usually arise with
unplanned expansions in absence of

government’s control and policies. In
Srinagar, the lower middle class has
occupied landillegally and has built over
housesincontraventionoftheregulations.
This has led to proliferation of illegal
settlements.

Theexpansionofthecityhasstrainedthe
availableinfrastructureandurbansetrvices.
Theencroachmentsintogovernment’sland
intheperipheriesisthelatestphenomenon.
Anditiscontributingtotherapidhorizontal
expansion of the city.

The encroachments have taken water
bodiessuchasDallLakeandAncharLake
tothevergeofextinction. Ourwetlandstoo
are under threat of occupation. The land
mafiaoccupiesthewetlandsandconverts
them into residential areas.

The unplanned expansion is posing
a major threat to the city. And it must be
stopped. [=
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WEWOULD USUALLY TALKABOUTBOYS.WEDISCUSSED THE POSSIBLE

Aushaq Malla

In Kashmir,
members of the
third gender find

place neither in
their families nor
in the society.

REASONS BEHIND OUR IDENTITY.

THROES OF

THIRD GENDER

n Kashmir Valley, the third gender

continuestobattleforaplaceinthe

society.

Salman,wholivesinSrinagar,was
normallike hisfriends. Buthis physique
changed after he reached the age of
puberty. He who counted himself in
maleshadhisgenderredefined.Andhis
friends turned away from him.

Psychologically traumatized, Salam
isolated himself from his social circle.

Gowher,alsofromSrinagar,wasraised
as a girl till he turned 12 and his family
startedbehavingdifferenttowardshim.
Hestartedspendingtimealone,tryingto
find his identity.

Like the two of them, Saleem of
Bandipora was trying to resolve the
confusion surrounding his identity. He
left his home, and shifted to downtown
Srinagar.Lookingforcompany,Saleem
metGowher,andthetwoofthembecame

friends.

Theystartedmeetingdaily,discussing
“why are we like this?”, they said.

“Wewouldusuallytalkaboutboys.We
discussedthepossiblereasonsbehind
our identity,” they said.

Two months later, they met Salman.

The trio started working in a
beauty parlor to earn livelihood
and to be independent. Soon, they
started matchmaking. Apart from
matchmaking,theygotosinganddance
at the weddings.

Their friendship and independence
finally gave them confidenceto survive
in the society that continues to be
indifferent towards them.

In Kashmir, members of the third
gender find place neither in their
families nor inthe society. Butthe state
governmenthasmadenoeffortstohelp
them. [=
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Professor Khurshid Igbal Andrabi, a well known researcher in Biotechnology and former Dean Research University
of Kashmir, has taken over as the Vice Chancellor of Kashmir University. In an exclusive interview with Media
Times reporters Sumaiya and Moosa along with Editor MERC Muslim Jan, Prof Andrabi shares his experience and
talks about his future plans for the University.

‘HAVE SEEN IT,
WILL CHANGE IT’

Excerpts:

. MT: Sir, Tell us about the
journey of your academic career?

IdidmymastersinBiochemistry from
KU andwas incidentally atopperanda
gold medallist. 1 did my Ph.D from Post
GraduatelnstituteofMedicalEducation
andResearch,Chandigarh.Imovedonto
earnaPost-DoctoralfellowshipatTuft's
Medical School, Boston and later at
HarvardMedicalSchool, USA.Iworked
asaleadScientistatClinicalFoundation
Cleveland, USA. | returned to Kashmir
University,asanAssociate Professorin
the Departmentof Biochemistry before
takingovertoestablishBiotechnologyat
the university.

. MT : The student community
loves you and have lot of expectations

from you. Sir, will you reciprocate the
same to make theirdreams cometrue?

lamflattered to know something that
I don’tknow, whether that is absolutely
true or not (smiles). My mindset is that
weareaccountabletostudentsbeyond
everything else. | would do whatever
it takes to make them comfortable for
the betterment of their future, and it
remains a priority of my administration.
Ihavegearedeverybodyuptorespondto
that, and I willtry my level bestto live up
totheirexpectations. ltisapromiseand
a commitment.

. MT: Research is an integral
and vital part of University, How do you
rate KU on this account?

When | joined this institution in
1997,therewaslowvisibilityofresearch
here. Usually, around 4 pm, watch and
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ward people would drive us out of the
campus. We used to fight with them at
times, but they would just not listen to
us. On top of that, another team would
come and turn off the main electricity.
Duringwinters,thewaterpipeswouldbe
actuallylockedsothatonehasnoaccess
tothewater. Theauthoritieswouldthink
that using water pipes in winter would
burst the pipes. So without electricity,
water and most importantly, without
time, one would not be able to conduct
any substantial and real research. We
somehow prevailed over them, and
eventuallywehavecometothesituation
wheremanydepartmentsremainopen
24x7, even on holidays. There are no
morehassleslikebefore.Wehavegrown
upconsiderably,intermsofresearchas
well as academics.

. MT: Your body language and
informal dress code is unique to your
persona:Doyouseeyourselfasanicon
of students?

| don’t necessarily think that way. |
have my ownrationale and reasons for
dressing up casually. My reasons are
simplebecauseweareacommunityatthe
serviceofstudentsandwhenpeopleare
attheserviceofstudentstheynecessarily
don’t have to dress like a person who
‘appears’ to be an administrator or a
publicpersonality. Weareteachersand

teachers, arelabourers. lalwayshada
belief that a formal suit doesn’t go with
using chalk on a blackboard. | believe
that it goes with the dress | wear and
it makes me feel more comfortable,
movingaroundorsittinganywherewith
students,andbeingavailabletothemall
the time. Probabily if you are wearing
atie and a suit, perhaps you would not
be able to do that. The bottom line for
me is that unless you don’t mingle with
yourstudentsexactlythewayyoumingle
withyourchildren, thefeel-goodfactor
of learning won’t evolve. So, | always
preferred the dress code that looks
more casual, inorderto make students
comfortable to communicate with their
teacher.

. MT: Your viewpoint about
work culture at KU. Are you going to
changes it?

I am going to make it better.
For instance, the work culture, the
student teacher relationship, and the
communication with students in the
departmentofBiotechnologyisaglaring
example of efficiency. If students can
communicate freely with their parents,
that’s how they should be with their
teachers. If they fail to communicate,
therewillalwaysbeproblems.Sothegap
hastobedramaticallyreduced.Myplea
andrequesttomycolleaguesisthatwe=>
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shouldcommunicatewithourstudentsas
much as we otherwise do.

. MT: Would you like to see this
University become more vibrantinterms
of its contribution towards the society?

See, Ihavealwaysheldthisviewthatwe
have not grown up to the point where our
voicewouldberespectedasmuchasisfrom
auniversitythathasitsacademiccredentials
well established. So | really do not
necessarilysubscribetotheideaofletting
politicscometothisUniversityasmuchas
itcomestothe bestofthe universitieslike
JNU.Firstwehavetofirstcometothelevel
oftheiracademicexcellenceandthenonly
ourvoicewillbeheardeverywhereandat
any pointas respectfully asis heard from
the other universities. Our effort has to
be for building this institution first, and
taking it to a point where we do not have
tonecessarilyseekpermissionforspeaking
about freedom of expression. Then, it
would be taken respectfully and would
be notedandwould createanimpact. We
are not grown up to that level at all. We
have ignored the university’s stature and
we are basically advocating for freedom
ofexpression, speechandotherthings at
the cost of university’s development and
growth: First priority has to be building
this institution to a point where the other
things come as bonus.

. MT: How would you like to
see MERC Times and Media Time’s
publications grow in next five years?

| have always aspired that in best
institutions you have your own radio
stations,newspapers,andmagazines. That
iswhatUniversitiesareallabout.Wedonot
havetodependontheoutsideMedia.lfour
papergainsincirculation,wewillbetotally
independentandwewouldperhapsmake
muchmoreimpactongovernmentpolicies
throughthismediumthanotherwise. This
is what knowledge creation is all about.
Why to depend on outside media? Why
nottostrengthenourresourcesforcreating
better newspapers? | will always help in
makingthisnewspapersmoreimpactfulso
that people prefer it over others.

. MT: What are your strategic
plans for next 10 to 20 years?

Yes, of course. We really have plans to
improveandimplementcertaincriteriafor
being at par with other Universities. But|
donotnecessarilywanttoscarepeoplewith
all that.

. MT: Can you share some of your
important plans with us?

| am not comfortable with policing
around and asking people to stick to their
jobs. We are in the process of devising a
systeminwhichpeoplethemselvesaremore
conscious; let us make it more simple. If |
hadmylectureuploadedontheinternetfor
public evaluation, | would work harder, to
preparefortheclass. Thatisoneoftheways
webasicallywanttomakeourselvesmore
accountable. Andifanystudentmissesthe
lecturesomehow,hecanhaveaccesstothe
archivedlecturesanytime. Thatishowthe
best universities and countries run their
show. ltwilltake awhile beforewebeginto
see changes like that.

. MT: What will be your priorities
at KU ?

| really want to make it an institution
of higher learning and a University of
substance. | will cite anexample: one day
| had a visitor from JNU. He was staying
inthe University guesthouse. Hecameto
meet me and had to wait for me outside
the department. ltwas around 8.30inthe
morning. Hecalledmeupandasked, “Isit
aholidaytoday?”lsaid,“No,ouruniversity
actuallystartsat10:30am”.Hewasshocked
andremarkedthatitwas pathetic. Andthis
isexactly what | do notwantthe university
to be like. It has to remain open 24x7 for
learningand other activities. Mindsethas
to be changed. This is not a school that
startsat 10inthe morning and closes at4
intheevening. ltisachallengingjob:Imay
ormay notsucceed, butthefactisthatthis
would have to be done at the same point.

. MT: Your message for students
and teachers?

Students have to make teachers
accountable, and vice-versa. They say a
good studentmakes agoodteacher, and
vice-versa. It is a bilateral transaction. It
comes with good culture and effective
communication between students and
teachers. But we lack it. We need to work
together forthe betterment of our student
community sothatwe are able to give our
besttothesocietyatlarge. Andtomakethis
University one of the best institutions. So
that more and more students flock to this
university. Andthatis only possible when
ouracademicexcellenceisatparwithother
best Universities around the globe.[=]

Thank you...
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STRESS ARISES WHEN WE GENERALLY DO NOT BOTHER TO PAUSE AND
THINK ABOUT OUR PRIORITIES.

Waseem Nasir

The solution
surely lies in
devising your
own way to
SuCcess.

S FOR SUGCESS—AND
STRESS

J."..J'_l_ -

erhaps life has always been
stressful,butthewayoflookingat
ithasbeenchangingconsistently.
Inthis day and date, one cannot
escapethestressassociatedwiththerat
race for success.
Stressarisesbecausewegenerallydo
not bother to pause and think what our
prioritiesare. Thereistendencytofollow
thetrendwhetherornotitsuitsus. Getting
swayedandallowingourrationalfacultyto
take aback seatis actually areflection of
ourpersonality.ltappearsthatwehavelost
thehabitofrespectingandrelishingwhat
wehaveatanygivenmoment.Asaresult,
we can neither enjoy what we have nor
achieve whatwe crave for. Itis notreally

surprisingthatrecentsociologicalstudies
havesuggestedanalarmingriseincases
of depression and other psychological
problems. Itisratherironicalthatintrying
toavoidstrain,weenduphavingalifefull
of imaginary insecurities.

We seem to be consumed by the
desire for success. An impression has
been created that one must succeed in
whateveroneisdoing. Thebelieffactthat
onelearnsfrommistakesorthatsuccess
is something evaluated in the long run
seemsunknowntothepresentgeneration.
Eventheremediestoovercomestressare
characteristicsofthepresentgeneration.
The solution surely lies in devising your
own way to success. [=]
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UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW, PALESTINIANS HAVE A RIGHT TO
RESIST WITH NON-VIOLENT MEANS OR OTHERWISE.

Adil Baghdadi

Israel has
enforced an air,
sea and land
blockade on
Gaza for the past
seven years

HYPOCRISY AND GAZA

srael's month long military

offensive—dubbed  "Operation

Protective Edge"—has claimed

thelivesofover 1,865 Palestinians,
largelycivilians. Theciviliandeathtollhas
bought Israel worldwide condemnation
from politicians, the media, and the
general public.

UK Prime Minister David Cameron
called the loss of life in Gaza awful, but
said,"Wedohavetoremember,whenever
wehavehadaceasefireinthelastfewdays,
ithasbeenaceasefirethathasbeenobeyed
andobservedbythelsraelis,butithasnot
beenobservedbyHamas."BarakObama
condemned Israel's shelling of a United
Nationsschool,butcalledtherocketsfrom
Gaza "barbaric."

Thegeneralpublicgetsupsetonreading
intheirSundaymorningpapersaboutthe
childrenkilledinGaza. Yetthey question
Hamasforfiringrocketswhenstoppingit
can bring an end to the killing.

What they don't understand is that
Israelhasbeenenforcinganair,seaand
landblockadeonGazaforthepastseven
years,effectivelysealingoffthe25milelong
strip of land to cage 1.8 million Gazans.
It is a form of collective punishment
being carried outin contravention of the
international laws.

ThreethousandfishermeninGazaare

forced to fish within three nautical miles
along the shore. And 35 percent of the
agriculturallandin Gazaisoutofbounds
toGazansduetotherestrictionsenforced
through the use of live ammunition by
Israel’s military and naval forces.

Asaresultoftheblockade, 60 percent
ofGaza'sbusinesshavecloseddownanda
further quarter haslaid-off 80 per cent of
thestaff. Unemploymentstandsat43per
cent,leaving80percentofthepopulation
dependent on humanitarian aid.

The only crossings through which
peoplearepermittedtotraveltoandfrom
the Gaza Strip are Erez (to Israel) and
Rafah (to Egypt). Israel allows passage
through Erez only in what it calls the
“exceptionalhumanitariancasesinvolving
urgentmedicalcases.”Duetothepolitical
situationinEgypt,travelthroughRafahis
also extremely difficult.

The United States by using its veto
power as a permanent member of the
UN Security Council works to ensure
nolastingchange canoccurthroughthe
United Nations.

Intheceasefireagreementsthatended
hostilities in the two previous military
offensives, provisions to ease off the
blockadewererenegedbylsrael. Thelast
time the Israeli government and Hamas
reachedaceasefireagreementfollowing=>
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OperationPillarofCloudin2012,amilitary
offensive that claimed the lives of around
174Palestiniansand6lsraelis,therewasa
commitment to "open the crossings and
facilitate the movement of people and
transfer of goods" in and out of Gaza. A
year after that offensive, the UN said the
situationinthetiny coastalstripwasworse
thanbeforetheconflict,claimingitwasfast
becoming "uninhabitable."

Israel has placed Gazans in what can
onlybedefinedasanopenairprison.lthas
confiscated theirtools for resistance, and
tarnished the hopes and dreams of entire
generations. And when they react with
homemade projectiles, people ask why.

Under international law, Palestinians
have a right to resist with non-violent
means or otherwise. Numerous UN
resolutions support this. The General
Assembly resolution of November 1974
"reaffirms the legitimacy of the peoples'
struggle for liberation from colonial and
foreigndominationandaliensubjugation
by all available means, including armed
struggle.”

In the words of renowned author and
scholar Norman Finkelstein, "The United
States and Britain, among others, have
staunchly defended the right of a state to

usenuclearweaponsbywayofbelligerent
reprisal. By this standard, the people of
Gazasurelyhavetherighttousemakeshift
projectilestoendanillegal, mercilessseven-
year-longlsraeliblockadeortoendlsrael's
criminal bombardment of Gaza's civilian
population."
Internationallawprohibitsanoccupying
power from using force to suppress the
struggle for self-determination, but it
does not prohibit the people struggling
for self-determination from using force.
Israel's relentless bombing of Gaza in an
attempttorootoutademocraticallyelected
government that is attempting to resist
decades of oppression.
Weoftenhearlsraelanditsalliesdescribe
whatishappeninginGazaasself-defense.
However, history shows that Israel was
carryingoutoperationslongbeforeHamas
was born. And if Hamas did not exist, the
Palestinian people would still not be free.
Whilethenegotiationsareontoworkout
alastingagreementforpeaceintheregion,
Palestine is demanding, "Israeli troop
withdrawal from Gaza, end of the Gaza
siege,andopeningofitsbordercrossings."
The Palestinian representatives are also
demandingfishing rights upto 12 nautical
miles and the release of prisoners. [E

Sheikh Uzair

The fort was
closed for public
in late ‘80s due
to rising political
turbulence in the
Valley.

HARI PARBAT IS THE ONLY FORT PRESENT IN
THE VALLEY AND IT HAS A GREAT HISTORICAL
SIGNIFICANCE.

REDISCOVERED FORT

alkinginsidethestone-lined

environs of Hari Parbat
Fortgivesanoverwhelming
senseoftraversingthrough

history. Giantstonewallsliningthefortand
itslargewoodendoorsgiverisetofeelings
that the fort has been both protected and
diminishedbyhistory.Dustyantechambers
and corridors of the fort reveal an
architectural marvel that is in near ruins.
Fromthetop ofHariParbathill,alsoknown
asKoh-e-Maran,intheheartofoldSrinagar,
the city appears a dotted tapestry of tiny
houses whose tin roofs shine in the sun.
Also known by the name Durrani Fort,

'ATTRACTS TOURISTS

itis the only fortin Kashmir valley. Afghan
governor Atta Mohammad Khan built it in
1808duringthereignofShujaShahDurrani
to serve as a central point from which the
entire city could be controlled.

The fort was recently thrown open
to public after it remained under the
government forces.

“Hari Parbat Fortis the only fort present
in the valley and it has a great historical
significance. The idea behind throwing it
openistohighlighttheheritageofKashmir,”
saidSaleemBeigh, Directorofthe Kashmir
wing of Indian National Trust for Art and
Cultural Heritage (INTACH). = |
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The State’s Archives department and
the Archaeological Survey of Indiahaves
declaredthe Fortaprotected monument.
It was closed for publicin late ‘80s due to
risingpoliticalturbulenceintheValley. The
fortwas first occupied by army and now a
contingentofparamilitaryCentralReserve
PoliceForcehasmadebarracksandalsoa
templeinside one of the lawns of the Fort.

“Atonepointinhistory,the Fortwasvery
importantforcontrolling Srinagar. Butthis
haschangednow, asnewareasofcontrol
have sprung up,” Beigh said.

“TheFortservedasthebiggestbunkerfor
theAfghanrulers;theysurveyedtheentire
city fromthe fourtowersto keepwatchon
people,’saidZareefAhmadZareef,aknown
social activist said.

“It was by erecting this towering fort
overlooking Shahr-e-Khaas (oldcity) that
Afghansstampedtheirauthority,”headded.

TheFortspreadsover80kanalsofland.
Inside, there are four talaabs (ponds), a
hamam (bathplace),aMasjid,andtowers
atfourcorners.“Thefortisanarchitectural
marvel and at that time could hold 750
soldiers,” Zareef said.

The years of neglecthave taken toll on
thebeautyofthisarchitecturalmarvel. The
pondsarewithoutwaterand coveredwith
slime.

“Wehavebeenhereforayear. Thiswas
a jungle here. We have removed the tall
grasses and are in process of making a
garden,” a young laborer said.

TheForthadtwosecretgoaphs(caves)—
oneattheeasternendandtheotheronthe
west. The eastern pathway lay near Kathi
Darwaza,oneofthefourgatesoftheNagar
Nagar Kalai. This pathway was known as
peer-goaphe (cave of peers). An entire
neighborhood is named after it.

“People used to visit this goaph (cave)
inlarge numberstillitwasblastedin 1965.
There is no goaph today,” Zareef said.

The western secret pathway to the
fort lies near the botanical garden of the
IslamiaCollege. Zareefsaiditisinneedof
renovation.

“TheAfghansbuiltthesecretpathwaysin
ordertoescapeincaseamilitaryemergency.
Thewesternpathwaycanberenovated,’he
said.

Onthe southern side of the Hari Parbat
hill, just below the imposing Fort, is the
shrineofSheikhHamzaMakhdoom(RA),
alsoknownasMakhdoomSahib,Mehboob-
ulAlam, or SultanulArifeen. The Fortalso
nestlesthe 1649stonemosqueofAkhund
Mullah Shah. Onthe westernslope of the
hill lies the Sharika temple.

In early 2007, a civil society =
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group named Valley Citizens Council,
of which Zareef is the chairman, had
approachedthegovernmenttoreopenthe
Fort. The fort was opened for only a brief
period.

It was finally thrown open to public in
thelastweekofJunethisyear,andsofarthe
fort has witnessed inflow of both tourists
aswellaslocals. “The place hasremained
closedforlong.Nowthatitisopen, peopleare
enthusiastic to visit the place,” said atourist
department official.

“Since Srinagar is the hub of tourism
activity, weareencouragingthattourists

don’tlimitthemselvestoMughalGardens.
That’s why Hari Parbat Fort was thrown
open as atouristdestination,” said Talat
Parvez, Director of Kashmir’s tourism
department.

“Shahr-e-Khaas needs to be focused
uponandHariParbatfortliesatthecentre
ofitsdevelopment.Governmentofindiahas
sanctionedRs38crorefortheNagarNagar
project. Theprojectincludesconservation
of the Hari Parbat fort and conservation
ofmonumentsatManasbalandNaranag.
After finishing the conservation work, we
threw the fort open to public,” he said. [=]

jad Hussain, a teacher by
rofession,isdifferentfromtherest
hisclass.Hehasdonatedblood
ore than 100 times since 1987.

“Allah has perhapschosenmetogive
life to others by donating blood,” he
believes.

In1996,heformedagroupbythename
Imam Sajad Group of Blood Donors at
Magam in central Kashmir’s Budgam
district. Since then, the group has been
organisingblooddonationcampsacross
the Valley.

“Our organisation works without the
support of any political organisation.
Ours is a voluntary group working on
humanitariangrounds,andwewelcome
anyonewhowantstoworkforhumanity,”

Nelofar Jan

The group has
been organising
blood donation
camps across
the Valley since
1996

HERE ALL WE RECEIVE IS A CUP OF TEAAND AN
OMELET AFTER DONATING BLOOQOD.

TEACHING BY BLOOD

he says.

Sajadsaysthevolunteersinhisgroup
makeeffortstoensurefairusageofblood.

“Sometimeswereceivecallforbloodat
midnight,andweneversayno.Mysupport
hasbeenmyfamily,whichencouragesme
to continue the good work,” he says.

“This year, my children accompanied
me to the blood donation camp that our
grouporganised atKashmirUniversity,”
he adds.

Sajadbelievesthesocietyshouldrespect
blood donors.

“In other states, blood donors even
receivegoldmedals,buthereallwereceive
isacupofteaandanomeletafterdonating
blood,’hesays,appealingpeopletocome
forward in service of humanity. [=




IT IS PAINFUL AND UNFORTUNATE TO SEE A BEAUTIFUL PLACE
TURNED INTO A GRAZING LAND.

STILL HERITAGE

rai of Aliabad is in a dilapidated

Shiekh Umer

Aliabad Sarai
is a protected
monument, but
it doesn’t look
like one.

state, crying for attention,
nservation and restoration.
versince paramilitary forces left
the Sarai, no developmental works was
taken up in order to protect it. People
from different walks of life want to see it
preservedlikeotherheritageplacesofthe
valley.

Historians believe that the Sarai has
been constructed by the Shahjehan’s
Governor of Kashmir, Ali Mardan Khan
hundreds of years ago. Aliabad Sarai
served as animportant stopover for the
Mughal journeys into the valley where

thecaravanstookrestbeforeproceeding
- further.

The Mughal Sarai is in dilapidated
state due to lack of proper preservation
byArchaeologicalSurveryofindia(ASI).
Itcan be developed as a heritage tourist
place.

“These places are of historical
significance. This architecture and
ambience gives the visitor a feel of the
Mughal Era. So the protection must be
done,” said Jalal-u-din, a tourist.

Though Aliabad Sarai is an ASI
protected monument,itdoesn'tlooklike
one. Nothing was done to renovate or

restore it.

“Disturbance and remote location
haveresultedinlessattentionbeingpaid
towards the development of the Sarai.
FundshavebeenprovidedforotherSarais,
butforthisonenospecificfundshavebeen
allocated as yet,” said Gowher Ahmad
Khan, Conservation Assistant at ASI.

Nomadic shepherds and stray cattle
stayinthe Sarai. Many visitors don’tfind
thegrazingofanimalsappropriateatsuch
an important place.

“It is very painful and unfortunate
to see such a beautiful place turned
into agrazingland,” said Arif Sultan,
a visitor.

Officials of Indian National Trust
for Art and Cultural Heritage said,
“Ourproposalwasnottopreservethe
Saraiasitis already an ASl protected
monument. Our policy was to make
thegovernmentawareabouttheSarai’s
condition and to make a 2.5 (km )
Pedestriantrack,butduetoinsufficient
funds the project failed.”

“InourProposalwehavementionedthe
importanceofMughalroad,andsuggested
ways to promote heritage tourism on
route to explore the unexplored cultural
and natural sites,” they said. [=




TIME, IF YOU WANT TO DO SOMETHING BAD,
DO IT NOW BECAUSE PEOPLE ARE HOPING FOR A
BETTER TOMORROW.

DASHED HOPES

AND RUINED
LIVES

Shafaq Shah

At school, |
was made

to realise the
value of time.

re you dead or silent? |

amconfused.Intheheart

of the city your heart

doesn’tbeat.Fixedontop
ofatower,youlookateveryone,but
noonedoesthesametoyou.Baikaar
(worthless) is the name they have
given you.

Onthetower,whichstateyouare
in? Please disclose.

At school, | was taught, rather
made to realise, the value of time.

“Time is free, but it’s priceless.
Youcan'townit, butyoucanuseit.
Youcan'tkeepit,butyoucanspend
it. Once you have lost it, you can
nevergetitback,”-HarveyMackley
had said.

Butyourstagnationhasmademe
tosay, “Timeisfree. Youcanownit,
you can keepit. It will never be lost
andifitwould, you cangetitback.”

Theolderpeopleathomealways
told me your realization bring
on track those who have gone
astray, but on the tower you have
reciprocatedthemeaningyourself.
For you are dead.

Theydesperatelywanttoseeyou
work. At home you work, and you
function on my wrist too. So, why
are you quite on this tower amidst
the crowd.

Oh! | understand. Are you
ashamed of the fact that time and
again, time has hurt the people of
Kashmir? Or has the situation that
Kashmirfacedpiercedyourheart?

| think you are upset about the
recentfloods,whichexacerbatedthe
conditionofthe people of Kashmir.
The volte face taken by time has
riled the people. Their nights have
become nightmarish, for they are
left with nothing. The floods has
drowned their dwellings. They

are living in tents on roads,
like refugees.

Yoursilencerevealsthatyouare
guilty of killing of 111 people in
2008. You left children orphaned,
and wives windowed.

Time, you are indeed held
responsible for all this. And why
shouldn’tyoube. Youaretheone
you gave mothers hope that one
daytheirdisappearedsonswillbe
home. Keepingthe photograph of
theirbelovedsclosetotheirhearts,
they pinned their hopes on you,
longingforthedaywhentheirsons
would replace the photographs in
their arms.

But you trampled their feelings
by giving them a shock that their
disappeared sons are dead—in
unmarked graves.

How can you play such a hide
andseekwiththem. Wherewould
afatherfind his sonin Baramulla,
Bandipora or Kupwara. When my
fathermisseshisfather,hegoesto
his grave and talks at length. But
whyhaveyousnatchedthisfreedom
from others.

Do you know these miserable
fathers and mothers accuse and
abuseyouforeverythingyouhave
been doing to them. But at same
timetheyareawareofyourdynamic
qualities. You are a healer of their
wounds. You will make everything
normal. Time heals everything.

Sodon'tdashthehopesofpeople.
Ifyouwanttodosomethingbad,do
to it now for people are fancying a
better tomorrow. [=]
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KASHMIRIS DON'T UNDERSTAND THAT WOMEN HAVE SURPASSED

MEN IN EVERY FIELD.

I

Tasir Khan

The people
praise Habba
Khatoon or

Lal Ded, yet
consider women
feeble minded.

@ MEDIA TIMES

PROFILING

LAL'S GENDER

ursocietyisyettotreatwoman
at par with men. Woman are
stereotypedwhenmenarefree
to do whatever they want.
Gender stereotypes and sexism are
the evils that defaced and discoloured
oursociety. The problemofsexismisnot
limited to a particular religious, caste or
community, but the evil finds its place
everywhere.AndwomeninKashmirhave
to bear the brunt of these stereotypes.
ThepeoplepraiseHabbaKhatoonorLal
Ded,butatthesametimeconsiderwomen
feebleminded. There are people who
believethatheavenisunderthemother’s
feet,yettheyconsiderwomenworthless.
Weallseewomenbeingdisrespectedonly
because of their gender.
Inkashmirisocietyweaknessisusually
associated with women. If a man says

he won't be able to do something, he is
rebuked by saying “che kya zanaan cha
kha? (Are you a woman?)” Women are
made to believe thatthey are not free as
men, and that they have to respect the
restrictions imposed on them.

Being a part of the society, all this
seemed normal to me until | gradually
realisedthehollownessofsucharguments
andunderstoodtheabsenceoflogicand
reasoninthem.Manypeoplebelievethat
stereotyping woman is a trait of older
generations;younggenerationisaboveit.
But that is not the case.

We Kashmiris don’t understand that
womenhavesurpassedmenineveryfield.
Kashmiri girls have proved their metal
in all walks of life. But the attitude of
disrespectingwomencontinuestodestroy
our society. [



MY DREAMS ARE SHATTERED. MY LIFE HAS BECOME HELL.

ABUSING INSTITUTION
OF MARRIAGE

Aagib Makhdoomi

The Commission
for womens,
receives 1700-
1800 domestic
violence cases
every year.

aneefa (name changed) is
bruised, abused, andbeaten
up regularly by herhusband.
After returning fromwork, he
beats herup with hisbeltand abusesher
and her parents. She sobs and cries, but
nobody comes to her rescue.
Inherthirties,Haneefalooksolderthan
heragewithpaleeyesandroundedface.
“Inthe early years of my marriage, he
was humble and respectful towards me.
But due toloss in business, he changed
abruptly,”"Haneefasaysandbreaksdown.
HaneefaisagraduateinArts. Shewas
working as daily wager in Public Health
Engineering (PHE) department, but left
thejobonherin-laws’request. They also
abuseher,sometimeshelpingtheirsonin
beating her.
“TheyraisevolumeofTelevisionsothat

neighbourscouldn’tlistentomycries,”she
says.“Mydreamsareshattered.Mylifehas
becomehell.lhavedoneabigmistakeby
marrying this cruel man.”

Haneefa has been living with her
parents, but she is ready to return home
forthe“betterfuture”ofherthreechildren
including two daughters.

“Ican’tbeaburdenonmyparents.lhave
tomake compromiseforthebetterfuture
of my children. Itis only woman who has
tosacrifice. Thisiswhatsheismeantfor,”
she says with moist eyes.

Haneefaisreturninghomeafterherin-
lawsandhusbandgaveawrittenassurance
that they will behave properly.

“I am very much optimistic that things
willgetbetter.Hehasapologisedtomeand
Ihaveacceptedhisapology.ltoodon’thave
much choice anyway. | am doing this=>
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for my children,” she says.

In a similar case, Farheeda (name
changed)doesn’thavepeaceofmindsince
hermarriagethreeyearsago.Herhusband,
agovernmentofficerbyprofession,didn’t
allowhertowork, sparkingthearguments
that led to physical abuse.

“Hewantedtomakemehishousemaid.
When | protested, Ifaced abuse and was
thrashed.Likehim,ltoohavesomedreams
which | want to fulfill,” she says. “Don’t |
have a right to fulfill my dreams?”

A leading sociologist of Kashmir
ProfessorBashirAhmadDablasaysthere
has beenrise in domestic violence inthe
Valley.

“Therehavebeendrasticriseinthecases
of domestic violence in Kashmir Valley. It
isamatterofconcernforallofus,”hesays.

ProfessorDablahasconductedastudy
'Violence against Women in Kashmir'
involving 200 married and unmarried
women fromthe Valley and found that40
percent of the respondents were victims
of emotional and psychological abuse.
According to the study, 63 percent of
respondents felt discriminated against
by their families, especially when it
came to pursuing education and finding
employment.

Surprisingly,asperthestudy“30percent
of the victims choose to suffer in silence
without taking recourse to any action”.

According to Dabla, “the rise in the
women’semploymentgoesside-by-sidein
rising levels of domestic violence”.

“Manywomendon’treportthe casesof
theirdomesticviolencetoanybody, even
totheirparents. Thesewomen,attheend,
becomehabitualoftheenvironment,which
leadsthemtodepressionandlater,insome
cases,theygoforsuicidesaswell,”Dabla
says.

Dr Aneesa Shafi, who heads the
Department of Sociology in the Kashmir
University, believesthatthedynamicrole
of women has given rise to the cases of
domestic violence against them.

“Inpastwomenwere noteducated. As
womenaregettingengagedindifferentjobs
inbothgovernmentandprivatesector,she
seekstoplayanequalrolewithmenandit
isresultinginviolence againstthem,”she
says.“Theyshallcomeforwardandspeak
about the sufferings they go through.”

Morethan200casesofdomesticviolence
havebeenregisteredsofaratthewomen’s
police station Rambagh. According to

the SHO, everyday 18-20 complaints of
domestic violence are registered at the
police station.

“We receive complaints of domestic
violenceinlarge numbers.In2013, more
than500complaintswereregisteredand
it is shocking for all of us,” Sugandha
Mahajan,SHOwomen’spolicestation,says.

Inthisviolence,manywomenhavelost
theirlives.InMarch,awomanwaspoisoned
byherin-laws. Herparentsblamedherin-
laws for death; the case is still going on.

In2012,ayoungwoman, Shazia, died
allegedly due to prolonged domestic
violence from her husband and in-laws.
Thenumberofdeathshasincreaseddue
the domestic violence in last few years.

In 2013, a woman from Budgam died
after being allegedly set ablaze by her
in-laws. The same month, a 30-year old
woman, mother of three children, from
Pampore died after she was allegedly
poisoned by her in-laws.

“Sometimes we receive complaints of
extreme torture and even death of the
victim.Wearetryingourbesttohelpthese
victims,” Mahajan says.

Chairperson of the State’s Women
Commission, Shamima Firdous, agrees
thatthedomesticviolenceagainstwomen
is on rise.

“The number is very huge because in
many cases the women are reluctant to
lodge complaint against husband or in
laws,” she says.

The Commission, she says, receives
1700—-1800domesticviolencecasesevery
year, and “majority cases come from the
Kashmir Valley”.

“Valley is witnessing huge rise in
domesticviolence dueto nuisanceinthe
society. Dowry, girl child are common
reasons behind domestic violence,”
Shamima says.

The protection of women from
DomesticViolenceAct2005wasbrought
intoforce by the Governmentof Indiaon
October26,2006. In Kashmir, domestic
violence Actwas re-enactedonJuly 12,
2011.

“Society has to change its mindset
towards the women folk. Social evil of
dowry and ‘casteism’ have engulfed the
society. Violenceagainstwomenwillstop
oncewegetridoftheevils,”saysProfessor
HameedaNayeem,whoisasocialworker
andheadstheDepartmentofEnglishinthe
University of Kashmir. [



IF PEOPLE CAN'TBE GOOD TO THEIR DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW, WHY DO THEY
ALLOW THEIR SONS TO MARRY.

‘WOMEN DESERVE AN
HONORABLE LIFF’

Mohmad Yonus

More than

200 cases

of domestic
violence were
reported in 2014
in Jammu and
Kashmir

ameesawas married to Naseer

Ahmad of Pulwama in south

Kashmiraboutsixyearsago.For

abouttwoyearsofthemarriage,
their life went on smoothly in which the
couple also had a daughter.

However, things changed after that.
Rameesa’sin-laws,whohadbeenkindand
caringthusfar, turned hostile, makingher
life miserable.

“Unlike before, they began to demand
dowry.lwasn’tallowedproperrestanddiet
even if was ill,” she said.

Yet,Rameesawascommittedtolivewith
the condition, but her in-laws, she said,
hadotherplans. Theywerehellbentupon
throwing her out, and they succeeded.

At present, Rameesa is living with her
parents;herdaughterisheronlymotivation
to live.

“I would prefer death over separation
from my daughter,” she said. “I have
struggledhardformydaughter’sbetterlife.
Noonecanevenimaginewhatlhavegone
through.”

Recently,shefoundoutthatherhusband

has an extramarital affair with a girl, and
that he wants to marry her. It has forced
Rameesatomovecourtagainstherhusband.

“It (the affair) is perhaps the reason
behind all the torture | faced,” she said,
questioningthesociety,which,shethinks,
is discriminating against women.

“If people cant be good to their
daughters-in-law, why do they allow their
sonstomarry? Why dothey evenlettheir
own daughters get married?” she asked.

“lamawomanandmotherofadaughter.
I know exactly how it feels when a girl is
caughtamonginhumanein-laws,”shesaid.

Incidentsofdomesticviolencehavebeen
apparentlyonriseinkashmirValley.Butthe
victimsdon'tusuallyspeakaboutitowingto
the dominance of males in the society.

Inarecentstudy, prominentsociologist
Prof B A Dabla concluded that around
31percent of his 200 respondents were
“physically harassed”, which includes
beating by husbands and in-laws.

Reportedly, more than 200 cases of
domesticviolencehavebeenfiledin2014
so far. [=




A DRASTIC DECLINE IN SEX RATIO HAS BEEN NOTICED IN THE BASIC
AGE GROUP OF 0-6 YEARS.

ABORT FOETICIDE

Gazanfar Afroze

Despite summits,
conferences

and events
female foeticide
continues in the
State.
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emalefoeticideandviolenceagainst

women are two faces of the same

coin.TheStateofJammu&Kashmir,

whichwas hailed by UNICEF inits
1994-1996studyasaplacewherenofemale
foeticidetookplace,hassuddenlybecome
indifferent to the fairer sex.

The bias against the girl child may
takegenerationstovanish,butthereare
peoplewhovalue girlsandwanttohave
daughters. Awomanshapesthedestiny
of a civilisation. Today such is the irony
of fate that the God’s beautiful creation
islabeledasaburden.Despitesummits,
conferencesandeventsheldforthecause
by top most leaders, it is unfortunate
thatthegendertitled procreatorisbeing

aborted.

As per the 2011 census, Jammu and
Kashmirhas79femalechildrenper1000
males; a drastic decline in sex ratio has
beennoticedinthebasicagegroupof0—6
years.Ineachunitof2000children, there
were941femalesand1059malesin2001.
Theratiohasfallento862femalesto 1138
males as per 2011 census.

Thisisamatterofseriousconcern.Steps
are required to reverse the trend.

AsMinister of Health & Family Welfare
ShamLalSharmasays, “Weallshalltake
a pledge to save girl child and raise our
voice over the crimes againstwomen to
contribute for a healthy and prosperous
society.” [=]
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WE HAVE TO BE THE BEST AND TAKE THE CONSTRAINTS AS CHALLENGES.

PARENTING
CORRUPTION

eople aredifferent, with different
values and perspectives. Apart
fromtheanatomy,humanshave
one more thing in common-the
desire for more. ltis this urge that keeps
oneunsatisfiedallthetime.Weignorewhat
we already have and focus on allthatwe
maynothave.Thisleadstoingratitudeand
unhappiness.Evenwhensomeonetriesto
changetheso-calledcorruptsystem,heis
madetofacethenegativityandisexposed
to criticism up to a level where he starts
believingthatnothingcanbechanged,be
it the society or his own self.
An idea or a thought, kept within for a

realize that it cannot be done. Thus, we
becomethecaptivesofeitherothersorof
our own selves.

We are so engrossed in this complex
world that we fail to understand the most
simpleandeasiestthings.Wehavetobethe
bestandtaketheconstraintsaschallenges.
Our childrenlearnby seeingwhatwedo,
especially the erroneous stuff. Whenwe
watch filth on television and think that
theydon’tunderstand,that’swhenwespoil
them.Weleavethemwiththecartoonsand
theystartlovingandadmiringthem.BEN
10becomestheirsuperheroandDadisjust
likeanATMmachinethatgetsnodeposits

Marouf Gazl long time, becomes captive of ourmind.  butthereisalwaysasuretyofwithdrawals.
We are Our mind starts to overlook it and it, like ~ Why in the world do we expect them to
programming a prisoner, starts to write on the walls of ~ evenlistentouswhentheygrowup?We
tender minds ourmind. So,evenwhenwegetridofthe  dotheirhomework,letthemsleepforlong
of children thought,thewallsremindusaboutit. May hours,lietothemandthinkthattheywon’t
and destroying beourmindsare purposelybeingplayed or don’t understand!
their sensitive with so that we focus on the things that Weareprogrammingtheirtenderminds
conscience. don’treally matterandthe masterminds  anddestroyingtheirsensitiveconscience.

get their way out.
Likeachainedbabyelephantdetermined

to break free, we, in the beginning of

our lives, are committed to bring about

And the worst part is that we love to
discuss it all the time. We know where
we are wrong. We point out the actual
and exact issues, but unfortunately that

changesinour society. butwe gradually  discussion ends at the note “that’s how=>»
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lifeis,wecannothelpit’or “Azik shuyrcha
maanaan (kids don't listen).”

Our children are not supposed to
standinaqueue,why?Because,theyare
too specialandtheybelongtous?Don’t
we offer bribe to the peon of their school
to help them out? Aren’t we the people
who show them the short-cuts, the less
hecticpath? Don’twe provide them with
everything that they need, sometimes,
even before they ask for it? How will
they ever learn to be thankful, learn to
appreciate?Don’tweofferthemcandies
aftertheydosomethingforus?Nodoubt,
we do that to appreciate them but in
actualitywestopthemfromgrowingupas
individuals. Theylearnto‘expect’andthat
is what they end up doing all their lives.

Thatheadclerkyousee,whojustasked
youforabribe, wasn’talwaysold. Hewas
somebody’schildandthatmaniswhatthey
made out of him.

The things we ignore right in the
beginningaretheonesthatneedmostofour
attention.Weallhave‘good’'withinus.Evil,
envy,jealousy,hatredanddissatisfactionare
the outcomes ofthe way we are nurtured.
Intentionally or unintentionally, we tend
tospoilourlovedonesinthename oflove.
May be we need to revisit the definition of
lovethatiscarvedonthewallsofourminds.

Nobody is born corrupt. If at our own
levels, we work hard and bring about the
changeinourselves,evenifit'swithinsome
boundaries, the world would be a better
place. =

THEPEOPLEWHOPUTTHEMSELVES DOWNARE ONLY REINFORCINGAPOOR
SELF IMAGE THEY MAY BE CARRYING.

MOTIVATIONAL

Khalid Bashir

Cut out the
weeds of
negativism
as soon as
possible.
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MANTRA

oyouknowhowmuchdamage
you do to your self esteem by
puttingyourselfdown?Always
remember people will try to

bringyoudownonlyifyouareabovethem.
Being unconfident is part and parcel of
life. Many teens have fine tuned the art of
puttingthemselvesdown.Somemaynot=>
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beevenaware ofwhattheyaredoing.
Otherseasilyfindtheirfaultsandthen
broadcast them to anyone who will
listen.Butwhowantstobesurrounded
by the negative tones?

The people who put themselves
down are only reinforcing a poor self
imagetheymaybecarrying. They will
endupfeelingworseaboutthemselves
and their life. So it is time to be more
positive and self confident.

Begin by understanding yourself.
The point s to learn to recognise the
selfdeprecatingbehaviour,sothatyou
cantakestepstowardsbuildingyourself
up instead of tearing yourself down.
Stoprefusingtoacceptcompliments.
Stop talking yourself down. Stop
spotlightingotherswhenyourownstar
deservestoshine.Stopblaming. Stop
the habit of not giving it your all. Stop
validatingyouropinionthroughothers.

Many people oftenfinditdifficult to
acceptcompliments. Wemustaccept
thecomplimentswithsincerityanduse
them for our positive reinforcement.
Let’sacceptcomplimentwithgratitude.
Saying thanks doesn’t let you sound
conceited. If someone gives you a
sincere compliment, they are offering
you their honest opinion. They are
tellingyou, “ThisishowIseeyouand|
like this about you.”

Soifyouscoffitofforturnitintoajoke,
youareactuallyinsultingyourselfbyway
of insulting their viewpoint. Of course
you are worthy of the nice comments
people make aboutyou. Butbyrefusing
toacceptcomplimentsyouarerefusingto
see yourself in a positive way.

Another sure symptom of cutting
yourself down is swallowing a mega
dose of negative self talk, which
includesjokeaboutyourself.Problemis
whetheryouaretalkingonlytoyourself
orvoicingyourlowselfimagetoothers,
themessagethatcomesacrossisquite
clearandquitedamaging:Thatyouare
not good, or that you are worthless.
Thereisnothingwrong with you, butit
is your attitude that is wrong.

Studies show that if you insult
yourself often you will actually startto
believethesenegativemessagesabout
yourself. So, once you realise how
unique andspecialyouare, youwon’t
feel the need to put yourself down.

Stop spotlighting others when you

own star deserves to shine: It is one
thing to be modest, but it is quite
anotherto deny yourself creditthatis
due.

Stop blaming yourself. If | say Hito
friend Salman and he responds with
a grouchy shrug, shall | immediately
chastise myself? Of course | won't.
Insteadoftakingthesituationpersonally
and cutting myself down, | would
assumethatSalmanisjusthavingabad
day.Rememberyouarenotresponsible
forotherpeople’sbehavior. Youarein
chargeofyourownmoodsandactions.
Sodon’tbe soquicktotaketheblame
anddumpyourselfifsomeonearound
youis upset, unless youcanhonestly
thinkof somethingyouspecificallydid
to cause it.

Don’t stop putting in your 101
percent effort. You need to give your
best shot and stop assuming that you
will never make it anyway. Or maybe
you just try, but you just don’t try your
best.Keepitinmindthateveryonehas
failedatsomething.Butittakesgutsand
gumptiontotry even if you try and fail.

Remember, if you don’t go after
what you want, you will never have it.
And that way, you won’t waste time
wondering about what could have
happened if you gave your best shot.

Stopvalidatingyouropinionthrough
others.Needingother’sapprovalisan
easy trap to fall in.

Thereare stepsyoucantaketofeel
goodaboutyourself,todeveloppositive
traits. Police yourself, always accept
compliments with a sincere, simple
thanks, list your plus points, hang out
with positive pals, smile for it really is
a cure to all.

Cut out the weeds of negativism
as soon as possible. Monitor your
thoughts.Havemotivationalthoughts.
Thinkofsomethingpleasant;something
you want to happen to yourself. Be
intentional. Don’twastetimeinmaking
friendswithpeople who canbringyou
down. Therightfriendscantriggerthe
right motivational thoughts for you.
People can have negative impact on
you.

Zap the negative thoughts early. |
remember seeing a few weeds in my
backyard,twoyearsback.Ineglected
them.Nowtheyaretreesthatlneedto
pay someone to uproot them. [=
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Junaid Rafiq

In Jammu
and Kashmir,
the census of
20017 counted
1,75,000 child
labourers.
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PROGENY OF POVERTY
AND IGNORANCE

hild labour deprives children of

their childhood, their potential,

and their dignity. Itis harmful

to their physical and mental
development. In its most extreme forms,
child labour involves children being
enslaved, separated from their families,
exposed to hazardous work, and left on
the streets to fend for themselves in big
cities .

What particular form of work can be
called as child labour? ltdependsonthe
age of the child, the type and hours of
work,and the conditionsunder which the
child is working.

Child labour is a complexissue. The
mainreason behinditis poverty. Children
borninpoorfamiliesareforcedtoworknot
only for their own survival but also for the
survivaloftheirfamilies. It,compelsparents
tomaketheirchildrenworkaslabourersin
agriculturalfarms, factories, brickkilns, or
as domestic servants.

There is a growing phenomenon of
using children as domestic workers in
urbanareas. The conditions underwhich
the children are made to work are
unregulated and the children are often

made towork without food, and at very
low wages for long hours. It resembles
slavery. Therehavebeencasesofphysical,
sexualoremotionalabuseoftheunderage
domestic helps.

Another form of child labour is
bonded child labour, whichiscommon
in low caste groups such as Dalits.
The child is employed against the
debt his family may owe to, say, a rich
landlord. Itis a hidden phenomenon
usually found in the informal sectors,
butitis a form of slavery. Children
are often found working in fields or
assisting their families in brick kilns.
Bonded labourers in India are mostly
immigrants.Bondedchildlabourersare
at very high risk of being physically
and sexually abused and sometimes
this negligence leads to their death
. They are often psychologically and
mentally disturbed.

India is home to the largest number
of under-14 child labourers in the world
while the sub -Saharan Africa has the
highest percentage of children who work
as child labourers . The number of child
labourersinindiaincreasedfrom11.28=>»



million in 1991 to 12.59 million in 2001.

A major concern is that the actual
number of child labourers goes un-
detected.Lawsthat are meantto protect
children from hazardous labour are
ineffective.

In Jammu and Kashmir, the census of
2001 counted1,75,000childlabourers.A
study, titled Child Labour in Jammu and
Kashmir—Social, EconomicalandEthical
dimension,conductedin2011byProfessor
FayazAhmadNeika,Associate Professor
of Management at Central University
Kashmir, showed the number of child
labourers in Kashmir aloneis 2.5 lakh. It
alsorevealedthattheyoungstersintheage
group of 6-12 years are the worst hit.

The state government has vowed
to make Jammu and Kashmir a “child
labourfree state” by way of prosecuting
those found employing children below
14-years of age.

“Whosoever is found employing
the children in hazardous occupations
and processes is liable for prosecution
under the Child Labour (Prohibition &
Regulation)Act,1986,”anoticeissued by
the Labour Department, J&K, reads.

The Act prescribes fine of upto Rs
20,000 or imprisonment up to one year
orbothtothe employer. The Government
has listed 57 hazardous processes and
13 occupations inwhichchild labour has
been completely banned inthe state. [=

IF SOMEONE OFFERS ME A JOB OUTSIDE THE STATE, | REFUSE TO TAKE IT
BECAUSE | FEAR THAT | MIGHT BE CHEATED AGAIN.

Shahid Andrabi

The schemes
are proving to be
a damp squib,
forcing the
youths to quit the
Jjobs and retum
home.

UDAAN AND HIMAYAT

daan and Himayat schemes

launched in Jammu and

Kashmir by New Delhi to

tackle unemployment are

proving to be least helpful to the youths.
Udaan was announced by the

government of India in response to the
2010massagitationinthe valley withthe
aimtotrainandemploythejoblessyouths
intheprivatecompaniesoutsidethestate.
In2012,theimplementationofthescheme
beganbysendingtheyouthswhosought=>
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toavailbenefitspromisedunderthescheme
for training.

But it is proving to be a damp squib,
forcing the youths to quit the jobs and
return home.

Hilal Ahmad Malik, 23, of Budgam
incentral Kashmirwasin thefirstbatch
selected for training and placement. A
yearlater,Malik,acommercegraduate,
got ajob in Tata Consultancy Services
withamonthlysalaryofRs12000.Butthe
conditions “compelled” himto quit after
three months.

“l was posted in Bangalore. | had to
work for nine or ten hours a day, and |
wasn’t comfortable with the conditions
attheworkplace.lwasn'tallowedtohave
holidays during the first year of the job,
andmysalarywastoomeagertosurvive
inBangaloreespeciallywhenlhadtopay
foraccommodation and food,” he said.

Backinthe Valley,Malikwasunableto
resumestudies,whichhehadquitforthe
job.

“Sincelwaspromisedagoodjobunder
Udaan, | didn’t opt for higher studies
aftergraduation. Butleventuallyended
uplosingayear. lhadtowaittillthe next
academicyeartojoinUniversity,”hesaid.

IrshadAhmadHajam, 24, of Shopian
in south Kashmir was provided three
monthstrainingandsubsequentlyplaced
inanoutsourcingcompany in Kolkatta.

“MysalarywasjustRs14000amonth,
and the working hours in the company
were long. It ultimately coerced me to
leavethejob,”he said. “Duringtraining,
| was told that | will be placed in an
grade-Acompanywithhandsomesalary.
But the reality was different.”

Irshad is now doing B Ed through
distance education programme.

“Had | not lost those six months, |
wouldhave beenstudyingin University

as a regular candidate,” he said.

Till date, not more than 1000
candidates gotjobsunderthe scheme,
which had assured employment to at
least8000youthsinfirstfive yearsofits
implementation.

Fortheimplementationofthiscentrally
sponsoredschemethestategovernment
has appointed a nodal officer called as
“ProjectDirectorUdaan”aswell. Media
Timestriedtocontactthesaidofficialbut
all in vain.

Another programme, Himayat, was
launched by the Rural Development
ministry of the state in 2011 to provide
job-oriented courses to the youth. In
fiveyearsofitsimplementation,around
1,00,000unemployedyouthsweretoget
trainingandsubsequentlyplacedwithin
five years.

The records, however, reveal that
since 2011 only 25,189
candidatesweretrainedand
of them only 19,812 were
got jobs. At present, not
morethan5000candidates
are undergoing training.

Sameer Ahmad, 24,
fromAnantnagwastrained
and employed under the
programme.

“If someone offers me
a job outside the state, |
refuse to take it because |
fearthatImightbecheated
again,” he said.

“In 2012, we were taken to Srinagar
fortwo month training programme. We
wereassuredhandsomejobsoutsidethe
state with Rs 14000 salary and seven
hours daily work. But after placement, |
wasforcedtoworkninehoursadayand
my salary was only Rs 6000. Unableto
sustain, | quitthe job aftertwo months,”
he said.

Sameersaidsevenofhisfriendsalso
left the job sfor the same reason.

KaiserAhmadShah,anArtsgraduate
fromsouthKashmir,termedHimayatas
“complete failure”.

He said: “l was trained for three
months in Srinagar under Himayat in
2012 and after that | was offered a job
outsidevalley.lwasofferedasalaryofRs
7000amonthandtheworkingschedule
wastoughtobear.ltforcedmeandmy12
friendstoquitthejobonlyafter15days.”

The officials refused to comment. [=]



CRIMES ARE BEING COMMITED IN NEW AND DIFFERENT WAYS
WITH INSPIRATION FROM VIDEO GAMES.

-
L
r

Mjeeb-ul-Feroz

Playing video
games may
increase
aggressive
behaviour in
children

BOOM! BOOM!
VIDEO GAMES

utdoor games play a vital
role in physical and mental
developmentofachild.Playing
games with friends make
childreninteractive,healthy,friendly,and
activeinday-to-daylife.Apositiveattitude
developsinthem, and they learn how to
behave with family, friends, and elders.

In the last decade, involvement of
children in theft, drug addiction or even
murdershasmadeparentsmorecautious.
Theybringthemvideogamessothatthey
spendmoretimeinsidetheirhomesrather
than playing outside and get exposed to
bad company.

In USA 96 percent of teens play
video games and sales of these games
are growing. The domestic video game
industryinUSAearnsnearly $12billiona
year.Thispopularformofmediahasboth
positiveandnegativeeffectsonchildren.

Modernvideogamesencourageplayers
tobecomeapartofthegame’sscript. They
require playerstopay constantattention
tothegame, andgetinvolvedtoadeeper
level, physically as well as emotionally.

Oneofthemostwidely known positive
impactofthe modernvideogamesisthat
theyhelpchildrentoimprovetheirabilities.
According to a 2014 study, a “prosocial”
a video game—that ‘rewards’ players

for building a town or helping others—
makeschildrenshowmoreempathyand
helpfulness in their daily lives.
However, it is also shown by studies
thatvideogameswithviolentcontentare
linked to more aggressive behaviour in
teenagers.Children’saggressivebehaviour
is partly linkedtothe amount oftime they
areallowedtoplayvideogames.Asurvey
in2009showedthattheagegroupof8-18
yearsdevotesseven-and-halfhoursaday
toentertainmentmedia. Lessthanhalfof
thekidssurveyedsaidtheirparentshave
rulesabouttheshowsandgamestheycan
watch or play.
Intheseinteractivevideogames,players
are encouraged to identify with their
favourite characters. In many popular
games,playershavetowinfightsorbattles.
Hereplayersarevirtuallyengagedinacts
of violence. Playing video games may
increaseaggressivebehaviourbecause
violent acts are continuously repeated
throughout the game.
TheEntertainmentSoftware Ratings
Board (ESRB)isaselfregulatoryboard
established in 1994 by the Interactive
Digital Software Association (IDSA).
This board is created by major video
game manufacturers after concerned
groups applied pressure over the=>
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contentofvideogames.Allmajorgame
companiessubmittheirnewproductsfor
ratingstospeciallytrainedratersatESRB.
The ESRBIlooksatanumberoffactors.
Inparticular, it considers the amount of
violence,sex,controversiallanguageand
substanceabusefoundinagame.Based
onitsdevelopedguidelines, the ESRB
then gives an age recommendations
and content descriptors to each game
submitted .

Themodernvideogamesmakechildren
moreviolent.Morecrimeshadbeendone
innew anddifferentways withinspiration
from video games. And the parents in
Kashmir seem to be worried about it.

"Mysonforcedmetobuyavideogame.
| bought it, but with very mild content
cassettes. These games are a matter of
concern and | don't want to take any risk
with my son's life," Bashir Ahmad Dar, a
parent, said. [=

NOKIA DIDN'T GO FOR TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENT IN ITS
MANUFACTURED HANDSETS, EVENTUALLY FAILING TO COMPETE WITH
NEW ENTRANTS IN THE INDUSTRY.

PIONEER SUCCUMBS
TO GOMPETITION

Sarvat Nabi

Nokia was by

no means the

first company to
manufacturer mobile
phones, but it was
the first to do it with
mass appeal.
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NOKILA

okia as we all know was the
world's largest cell phone
makerformorethanadecade.
The company was a leading
innovatorinbothdesignandtechnology.
ltwastheworld'slargestcellphonevendor
between 1998 and 2012.
Nokiawasfoundedbyminingengineer
Fredrik Idestam in year 1871. Before
focusing solely on the fastest growing
segmentintelecommunication,Nokiawas
ashapelessconglomeratemanufacturing
multiple products like cables, paper
products, tyres, rubberboots,consumer
and industrial electronics, plastics, and
chemicals.
Nokiawasbynomeansthefirstcompany
toreleaseacommerciallyavailablemobile
phone, but it was the first to do it with
massappeal. Nokiawasakeydeveloper
of GSM (Global System for Mobile

Communications),thesecond-generation
mobile technology that could carry data
aswellasvoicetraffic.ltdevelopedNordic
Mobile Telephony,theworld'sfirstmobile
telephonystandardtoallowinternational
roaming. And it was just the start of
Nokia’ssuccess.Intheyearsthatfollowed,
Nokia enriched the cell phones industry
with innovations.

Downfall of Nokia

Nokia didnt go for technological
advancement in its manufactured
handsets, eventually failing to compete
with new entrants in the industry.

Apple introduced I|-phone in 2007.
Adventofthesmartphonerevolutionized
the concept of mobile communication.
Nokia’s fans preferredits N95, butitwas
not a strong competitor to I-phone.

Nokiafailedtorecognizetheincreasing
importance of new softwares. lts=>



Symbianwasconsideredobsolete. Nokia
concentrated on resistive touch screens
whilecapacitivetouchwasbeingusedbyall
othersmartphonesmakers.Nokiawanted
tobedifferent,butitwasheadingthewrong
way.

Nokiawas, after all, earning more than
50 percent of all the profits in the mobile
phoneindustryin2007,and mostofitwas
not coming from the smartphones. So, it
took less interest in smartphones.

A2010Bloombergchartshowsthevalue
ofNokiadroppingbelowBlackBerry,which
was then known as Research In Motion
(RIM).As aresultofthedownfall,itsshare
price fell from $40 in 2007 to under $3 in
2012.

InSeptember2013,Microsoftannounced
thatitwouldacquireNokia'smobiledevice
businessinadealworth€3.79bnalongwith
another€1.65bntolicenseNokia'sportfolio
of patents for 10 years. [@

FRUITSSUCHASCHERRIESANDPEARSAREALSOTRANSPORTEDTOTHE
OUTSIDE STATES FROM THE MANDI.

Umar Shafi

Scores of trucks
loaded with
tones of fruits
visit this Mandi
from across India
each day.

ruit-laden trucks coming in or

leavingis aroutine scene at Fruit

Mandi Parimpora, located at a

distanceofsevenkilometresfrom
Lal Chowk.

The Mandi, as it is commonly called,
wasestablishedin1982.Spreadover100
kanals of land, it is provided with good
roads forthe smooth flow of trucks. Ithas
around 239 shops providedonrenttothe
shopkeepers.

The traders in the Fruit Mandi are
always busy in making deals. Scores
of trucks loaded with tones of fruits
visitthis Mandifrom across India each
day. The fruit growers across Kashmir
come to this Mandi to sell their fruits
ortopurchasetheonesbroughtinfrom
outside.

BesidesKashmiriapples,fruitssuchas
CherriesandPearsarealsotransportedto
the outside states from the Mandi.

MANDI OF FRUITS
AND FORTUNES

Keeping the importance of Mandi in
mind, the J&KBankhasinstalledanATM
at the entrance of the Fruit Mandi. It has
come as amajor reliefto the traders who
have to maketransactions daily. Itis also
provided with a petrol pump that works
round the clock.

The Mandi is a source of livelihood
to skilled as well as unskilled workers.
Thousandsofunskilledlabourersearntheir
livelihoodbyworkingonadailybasis.Each
shop in the Mandi is run by a dealer who
hasfiveorsixpeopleassistinghim. Skilled
peoplelikemechanicsearnbymaintaining
the vehicles that reach here from far off
places.

TheFruitGrowersAssociationworksfor
the benefit of the people associated with
the Mandi. lttakesimportant decisionon
issuesrelatedtosaleorpurchaseoffruits.
Its office is located at the centre of the
Mandi. [=]




Sumaiya Yousuf

A graduate in
science, Afzal
ended a being
famous tailor in
srinagar.
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TO TAILOR CLOTHES

pairofscissors,aneedle,marker
andabigsewingmachinelieon
ahugewoodentableinBluestar,
afamoustailorshopinSrinagar.
Iseesomebeautifulandcolourfuldresses
outin display. Fascinated by a turquoise
dress hanging on the wall besides me, |
begin to touch it to feel the new stitched
design.lamsoattractedbythedesignthat
Iwishtohaveadressmadeofsimilarcloth
and design.
“What do you want madam?” a voice
came from behind.

I had planned to converse in Kashmiri
language, thinking it would be awkward
totalkin English to a tailor. But my notion
proved to be wrong.

“Sir, actually sir!” puzzled me tried to
introduce myself. But stopped.

“Sitdowndear.”Afzal,owneroftheshop,
offeredmeaseat.Andltooktheseatbeside
him.

“Sir, lam ajournalist, and would like to
haveawordwithyou.Pleasecooperate,”|
wasfinallyabletointroducemyselfandthe
purpose of my visit. 2



VEDIA TIMES B

R

“Most welcome,” he said.

“What would you like to know about?
Afzal asked.

“Sir,”Ireplied, “youspeak Englishvery
well, | mean without any flaw.”

“lamagraduate, mychild,”Afzalreplied
with a smile.

Foramomentldisbelievedhim,butthe
wayAfzalstartedtointroducehimselfand
continuedtotalkmademebelievethatthe
maninpitch-blackshirtandhavingblond
hair is a graduate in science.

His father died 20 years ago, forcing
Afzaltoforgethisdreamofbecomingan
engineer. And he decided to look after
hisfather’stailoringbusiness. Thelone
bread earner for his four sisters, Afzal
had to quit his studies after completing
graduation.

“Ilwas married atthe age of 19 when |
was instillin college,” Afzal said. looking
towards one of his employees who was
trying to fix a power extension board.

“Iwill do that myself,” Afzal said to the
employee.

“l can do small repairs,” he continued
his conversation withme. “This mightbe
becauselstillhaveanurgetobecomean
engineer.”

While talking to Afzal, my eyes were,
for some reasons, getting attracted to a
photographonthewall. Ithoughtitwould
be of any Bollywood actorfrom ‘60s. The
personinthephotohadahairstyletypical
of erstwhile Bollywood stars.

“Youseemtobehisfan,”lasked Afzal.

“lamindeed. He is my hero,” he said,
tempting to me to ask the name of the
actor.

“GMBhat,”’heanswered.“Myfather.My
real hero.”

My eyes almost popped out in
excitement.

Afzal'sfatherhadadiplomaintailoring
fromNepal. Hedied ofasthmasoonafter
the death of Afzal’'s mother who suffered
the same disease.

“BlueStartwastheshopwherefrommy
fatherhadlearnedtailoringinNepal. That
is why he opened this shop by the same
name,” Afzal said with moist eyes.

Afzal has no complaints with life. His
profession enables him to fully support
hisfamily. Theonlythinghemissesarehis
parents.

Not to upset him further, | changed
the topic. | started interacting with his
employee,ashyyoungmanwhodidn’tlift

his head even during conversations.

“Whatisyourname?’lasked.Hedidn’t
reply. “Talk to him in Kashmiri,” Afzal,
perhaps sensingthe awkwardnessfelt,
interrupted.

“Me chhu naav Ishfaq (my name is
Ishfaq),” he replied in Kashmir.

He paused then smiled timidly, and
turnedtowardshisbossAfzal.|didn’task
himmorequestions.Instead,laskedhim
to share whatever he wanted to.

“l feel embarrassed whenever my
friends talk about studies because | am
anilliterate. My relativeslookdownupon
meassomeoneinferior,”hesaid,andkept
quite at once.

“He is right,” Afzal said, almost
whispering.

Iturned my table towards Afzal again.
The fact that society considers tailoring
inferior does not bother Afzal at all. But
some of his customers do irk him with
their the rough behaviour.

“People,especiallytherich,treatuslike
theirservants. Theycomeandtalkusually
in a high tone and even fight with us
sometimes. ” He sighs.

Afzal,fatheroftwoyoungboys,prevents
them from visiting his shop. He doesn’t
wantthemtofollowhis profession, which
doesn’t earn him respect from even his
sisters, sometimes.

“lthasaffectedmyeyesight,”complained
Afzal.

“I have been looking after my sisters
sincelong, buteventhey.....,”heletshis
smile complete the sentence.

Asweweretalking, Afzal’'sphonekept
onthewoodendeskrang. “Helloma’am,
han han aapka suit ready hai, aap lene
ayiye,’(yesyes,yoursuitisreadyma’am,
you can come and take it’).”

“You know,” he turned to me again,
“nowadays married women, and not
teenagers,cometomeandaskmetostitch
their clothes in a trendy way.”

Afzal expressed surprise. It was a
surprise for me as well.

Afzalsaidhesometimesadvises30or
40 years old women to prefer loose and
simple clothes to be comfortable.

“Onceanelderlyladyscoldedmewhen
shesawfullsleevesinherdress.Shewanted
half sleeves,” Afzal chuckled as did I.

“Now | will surely get all my suits
stitchedfromyouonly,”lsaidinanexcited
tone. “Hereismy carddearandithas my
father’s photo,” he replied. [=]
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THE YOUNGER GENERATION IS SHOWING
LESS INTEREST IN THE WORK.

Zafar Aafaq

Athwajan
is known
across the
valley for
its stone
proaucts.

CARVING THE STONES

itting on a stone stool surrounded

y gravel and unpolished stones,

iyazAhmadexplainswhatgoeson

sidetheirsmallworkshop, which

isone among the many atAthwajan near
Srinagar.

"We are a group of six people here in
thisworkshop. Westartourdayataround
9 AM and work till 6 PM. Depending
on one’s ability and efforts, a person can
producefourtosixfinished stoneitemsin
aday,eachworthRs400toRs600,”hesaid.

The various types of stone products
produced by these hardworking artists
include mortar, gate-pillar stones, meat
poundingstones,cornerstones,pavement
stones,gravestones,andstonesforhamam.

Thepolishedproductsaresoldeitherto
thetradersindifferentmarketsofthevalley
ortothe customersdirectly. The products
are usually put on display in the shops
nearby.

The contractors working for the
governmentalsobuycraftedstonesfrom
theworkshopsforuseinvaluablestructures
like memorials.

“Thetouristsfromoutsidethestatealso
buy these products," Ahmad said.

Thestonesfortheworkshopscomefrom
the quarries of Ladhu village in Pampore
five kilometres away. The quarries are
undersupervisionof GeologyandMining
department.

Athwajan is known across the valley
foritsstoneproducts. Thepeopleengaged
inthe workshops arethelocalswhohave
inherited the skill from their forefathers.

"VerylesspeoplefromoutsideAthwajan
learn this skill," Arif Ahmad, who assists
his father at their workshop, said. “But
nowtheyoungergenerationofthisareais
showing less interest in this work, which
demandshardlabour,dedication,interest,
and patience." [=@
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Moosa Hayaat

The annual
turmover of the
floating market

amounts to

about Rs 5 crore

MARKET THAT FLOATS

ool morning breeze, cooing of

koels, soothing movement of

waterwavesandsweetfragrance

oflotusflowers.Welcometothe
floatingvegetablemarketintheinteriorsof
Dal Lake.

The market operates on hundreds of
vegetable laden boats which row to a
particular area of lake specified for the
purpose.Onecaneasilytracetherowsof
lotus flowers surrounding the boats that
buzzaroundeachotheronwatertocarry
out their transactions. The market is the
only of its kind. Called ‘Gudir’ in local
parlance,thevegetable cultivatorsliving
inand around Dal Lake row intheirboats
tothemarketandselltheirproducethere.
The market starts immediately after the
dawn sets in for a period of two hours.

Watertransporthasbeenanimportant
meansoftransportationinthevalleyfrom
earlier times. Local octogenarian, Wali
Mohammad saidthatwhentherewasno
road transport, people would row large
boats (locally called dongas) laden with
vegetablesthroughriverdhelumtosupply
themarkets of Anantnag, Baramullaand
other districts of the valley.

However, presently local customers
from Hazratbal and Nishat, row several
miles to buy the fresh vegetables from

here.“ltisthecheapestvegetable market
inthewholecity”, saysNazirAhmad, who
sellsvegetablestolocalgreengrocersafter
buying from the market. More than five
hundred boats throng the market daily to
sellandbuythevegetables.Onanaverage
eachboathasadailytransactionofabout
onethousandrupees.“Theannualturnover
ofthemarketamountstoaboutRs5crore”,
says a trader Mohammad Ashraf.

The vegetables soldinthe market are
cultivatedinthefloatinggardensandisland
stretchesofcultivablelandonDalwaters.
Cucumber, bitter gourd, pumpkinandall
seasonalvegetablesgrowinthelakeand
aresoldinthemarket.Aspecialvegetable
grown in the Dal waters is edible Lotus
root locally called “Nadru. The market
is the main source of nadru in the valley.
Thousandsofcultivatorsandtradersliving
in and around the Dal Lake make their
living from the market. But nobody from
thecurrentgenerationofcultivatorsknows
whenthemarketactuallystarted.“Ibelieve
ithasbeenhereforgenerations,”saysWali.

Thevegetablesfromthemarketreach
the main markets of the city for further
distribution. The vegetable markets of
Baramulla,Anantnag,SoporeandKulgam
get their share of vegetables from this
market.[=]
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SPREAD OVER HUNDREDS OF ACRES, THE FRUIT MARKET OR
FRUIT MANDI IS THE BUSINESS HUB FOR KASHMIRS

L |
" -

Muzamil Bashir

The market

is devoid of
basic facilties,
courtesy
negligence of
the successive
governments.

APPLE INDUSTRY.

BEARING FRUITS OF
NEGLIGENCE

tup26yearsagotoboostKashmir’s
ruit industry, Sopore fruit market
fastemergingasoneofthelargest
usinessestablishmentsinKashmir.
The idea to have the market in Apple
townwasconceivedbyKhawajaGhulam
Mustafa, anactivistworkingfortherights
offruitgrowersinthe Valley. Hewantedto
endexploitationofKashmirigrowersatthe
handsofDelhi-basedtradersandagents.
As on date, the market is Kashmir’s first
andAsia’ssecondlargestdepotforfruits.
Themarketremainsabuzzwithactivity
all day—the fruit growers and traders
indulging in negotiations over rates,
labourersloadingandunloadingtheboxes
ofapple,orthetrucksfindingwaytoenter
or exit.
Spreadoverhundredsofacres, thefruit
market or fruit Mandi, as it is commonly
called, isthe business hub for Kashmir’s
appleindustry. Top varieties of apple like
Delicious, Maharaji and American are
exportedto other states from this Mandi.
The significance of the market can be
gauged from the fact that buyers from
Bangladesh or Nepal purchase fruits
directly from here.
The market, accordingtothe growers,

generateslivelihoodfor 15-201lakh souls
ofthe state. Rough estimatesrevealthat
marketrecordsannualturnoverofRs2000
crore.

Fruitgrowers, however, allegethatthe
market is devoid of basic facilities due to
lack of interest shown by the successive
governments.

“The government is totally indifferent
towardsthe market. We don’thavebasic
facilities like water, roads and transport
here,”saidFayazAhmadMalik,president
Sopore fruit growers association.

“lhaveapproachedallhigher-upsfrom
Governor N N Vohra to Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, but they turned a deaf
eartoourpleas. Had this marketbeenin
any other state, it would have facilities of
international standards,” he said.

Malik said the condition of the market
givesawrongimpressionaboutKashmir’s
fruit industry to people from the other
states.

“The buyers who come from the other
statesorcountriesfromabadimpression
abouttheindustryonseeingpoorfacilities
here,” he said.

Growersareupinarmsoverfailureofthe
government particularly the horticulture
departmentinprovidingthemsheltersfor
auction of the fruits.

“We have only 14 auction sheds, and
thesearetoolesstomeetthedemand.We
havedepositedtherequisitefeeforauction
shedswithgovernment,buttheworkisyet
tostart,”saidNazirAhmed, afruitgrower.

“This speaks volumes about the
government’snegligencetowardsthefruit
market. Weareleftwithnoalternativebut
to auction fruit on pavements,” he said,
appealing the government to follow the
developmentmodelsadoptedinHimachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Expertsarguethatthe fruitmarketcan
becomeimportanttradingcentreifcross-
LOC trade moves beyond symbolism.

“ltcanbecomewhatRawalpindiwasfor
Kashmir before 1947,” they said. [=




Suhaib Mansur

Prof Firag
began to write
in Kashmiri in
early 1950s
and attained
fame through
his poems and
Gazals.

HE WAS AWARDED SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARD FOR HIS
COLLECTION OF POEMS AND GAZALS.

rof Gulam Nabi Firaq is a

prominent name among the

scholars of Kashmiri language.

Prof Firaq is a high profile
academician, a legendary poet, and a
trendsetter in the field of literary criticism
in Kashmiri language.

He has translated the works of Dr
Faustus andthe famous comedy ‘The Cit
BecomesGentleman’.Healsotranslated
into Kashmiri a number of poems of
famouspoetssuchasMollier,Marlo,Keats,
Shakespeare,Byron,Shelley, Wordsworth,
John Hollyway, Ghalib, and Igbal.

Prof Firaq began to write in Kashmiriin
early1950sandattainedfamethroughhis
poemsandGazals.Oneofhisnoteworthy
worksisthepoem"matcharaavaabsharan,
beh tcharun yaar kot goom....”

His other famous works include "taem
doupnam","Janavar","BagasAndar","wuf",
"chuAdamaaztetasraan,lolihhethshamo
sahersaqi","mokhprunbartsavsubheay
subheay".

Unlikemostofhiscontemporaries, Prof
Firaq didn’t base his work on a certain
philosophy. He introduced new themes.
“Mehboob sinz kabri peth", for instance,
established a new trend in Kashmiri
language.

REBEL OF HIS TIMES

He infused a new spirit into Kashmiri
poetry. Heis considered as one of the few
important prose writers of the language.
Hisuniquestyleinvolvinguseofnewverbs,
adjectives, and adverbs together with his
remarkableflowandconsistencyintheme
makeshimadifferentprosewriterwhocan
be placed amongthe avant-gardes of the
genre.

ProfFiraghaswrittenhundredsofcritical
and literary essays on different topics and
themes.Almostallofthemhavebeenprinted
in different magazines and journals of the
language.Someofthemhavebeentelecast
fromtimetotimewhereasmostofthemhave
been broadcast on All India radio.

He has authored more than 12 books
tilldate. Hewasawarded SahityaAkademi
award for his collection of poems and
gazals published under the title "Sada te
Samandar".

Thed&Kgovernmenthasconferredupon
him Life Time Achievement award. Many
radioandtelevisionstations,andculturalor
artinstitutionshaveproducedprogrammes
on Prof Firag and his works.

Prof Firag has been unwell for the last
couple of years. But the ailment has not
been an impediment to his writings as he
continuestocontributepoemsandgazals. [=]
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VIDHYA BALAN SEEMS TO HAVE MADE THE HABIT OF
PLAYING UNCONVENTIONAL ROLES WITH GREAT MASTERY AND SKILL.

BOBBY JASO0O0S:
UNGONVENTIONAL
STORY, HYDERABADI

Muneer Ahmad

If for nothing
else, the film

is certainly
watchable for
Vidhya's superb
performance.

@ MEDIA TIMES

FLAVOUR

irectedbySamarSheikh,Bobby

Jasoos is a superb detective

thriller. The movie has Vidhya

Balan playing Bilquis Ahmed
akaBobbyJasoos—30-years-oldMuslim
girlwhoisobsessedwithherdesiretobea
detective.Shegoesaroundtakingpicturesof
thecouplesromancingatpublicplaces,and
sprintslikeanathletewhencaughtsnooping
on people. And she pesters detective
agencies for jobs.

Her one-point agenda for life is to solve
casesasaprivatedetective.Shestandsfor
herselfandthemeninherlife, father(played
byRajendraGupta)andfriend(playedbyAli
Fazal) lend credence to her story. And she

finally getsanopportunitywhenabigcase
comes herway courtesy arich man, Kiran
Kumar.
TosaythatVidhyaisthefilm’sherowould
bebelittlingthefineheroinethatsheis.She
seems to have made the habit of playing
unconventionalroleswithgreatmasteryand
skill.
Tillthefirsthalf,thefilmengagesaudience
with its unique Hyderabadi flavour and
dollopsofsuspense.Postinterval,itdoesn’t
sinkoutright,buthaspredictabletwists. The
biggestspoiler,however,istheclichédfeel-
good climax quite on the expected lines.
If for nothing else, the film is certainly
watchableforVidhya'ssuperbperformance. =



THE ONLY DETAIL THAT COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED IS THE INTEREST
OF RANI'S FATHER IN VIJAYALAXMI.

Arshie Qureshi

Queenis a
must-see film
that leaves one
with a big smile
on face.

QUEEN OF

MEDIA TIMES @

VIEWERS’ HEARTS

ikas Bahl's ‘Queen’is abouta

24-year-old Punjabigirl, Rani

Mehra, played by Kangana

Ranaut. Living in Delhi’s
Rajouri Garden, she is all set to marry
the love of her life Vijay, Rajkumar Rao.
Amidtheostentatiouscelebrationswhere
all Grannies, Chachaji’s, Aunty ji's have
gathered,thejitterybrideisdumpedbyher
UK-returnfiancé, who considers himself
ahead of her. Rani breaks down while
he is perturbed at the thought that her
snivelingmightcreateasceneinthecafé.
Consequently, she locks up herself fora

brief period oftime, recollecting herdays
of romance with Vijay. Deciding to take
control of her life, Rani, who has never
steppedoutsideherhousealone,proceed
onaloneonherpre-bookedhoneymoon
trip to Paris and Amsterdam. The girl
whowasaccompaniedbyheradolescent
brother on her date with Vijay, sets on
thejourneyofselfdiscoveryamongstthe
people who barely understand her. How
this journey turns out to be ameliorating
andevolvesthecharactershapesrestofthe
movie.
Queen is a simple story that 2
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bankswholly on one character—Rani.
Thewayshesurfacesheremotionsas
anordinary Indianon his/herfirstvisit
toaforeignlandcomesacrossasvery
heartfeltandgenuine. Thescenewhere
theburglarattemptstostealsherbag
andsheyells“Mummy,merabag”has
tobe arib tickler for sure. During her
stay,comesacrossanotherindiangirl,
Vijayalaxmiaka Vijay, played by Lisa
Hydoon, who is a single mother and
works in a hotel to support her son.
Ranigetsdrunk,dancestodesibeats
andventsoutherpainby speakingto
Vijayalaxmi.However,shesoonmoves
toAmsterdamwhereshetakeslodging
with three other men, one of whom
is from Japan and has just lost his
familyduringanearthquake,another
ablackFrenchman,andahandsome
Spaniard.Sheconnectswellandhangs
around with all three of them after
being reluctant early on to stay with
them. Her conversations with the
Spaniardremindsoftheconversations
of Shahshi and the Spaniard from
‘English Vinglish’, yet Bahl has been
able to maintain the originality to a
large extent.

AtAmsterdam, sheis kissed by an
Italian cook and she bumpsinto Vijay
whonowwantsherbackinhislifeand
tries hard in his pursuit. Contrary to
theexpectedBollywoodmelodrama,
wherein the female counterpart
surrendersintheendtheendnomatter
howimpudentthemalehasbeen, Rani
turns down his proposal.

Themoviemaintainsaveryclichéd
image of Punjabis right from the
women rehearsing their steps to a
popular dance number for a lavish
weddingceremonytoRani’'sapparels
andbraidedhairandherSanta-Banta
jokes.However, herlookscontributes
to the overall tone. Rani is a perfect
exampleofasmalltowngirlleftalone
inabigcity. Shehadplannedtoseethe
Eifeltowerwithherhusband, butnow
thatsheisalonethere,sheisshownto
be running away fromit. The actress
effortlesslyconveysanxiety,sadness
and anguish, of somewhat scared,
unsophisticated, and conservative
Indian girl.

Apart from the amusing angle,
the movie is a strong commentary
on the patriarchal setup in India. In

one scene, when Rani is drunk and
travelling back to hotel in Paris with
Vijayalaxmi,regardingbelching, she
says,“Humareywahantouladkiyaan
bilkul nai karti. Mano , bilkul bhi
nahi (Women at our place don’t do
it, not at all).” And at other instance,
her friend calls her to tell her “Tum
Europe ghoom lo yaar, hum yahan
pottydhoterahenge(Youtravelacross
theEuropewhilewecontinuecleaning
pottyhere)”,depictingthedullnessand
weariness in lives of Indian women.

Themostbeautifulpartofthemovie
isthatdespiteahugetransformation,
she undergoes from being a woman
whoisleftbreathlessonbeingrejected
by herfiancétoawomanwhotosses
him out. Rani does not turn out to
becomeanovernightsensualist,and
maintains her own style statement
simply by being herself.

Theonlydetailthatcouldhavebeen
avoidedistheinterestofRani’sfather
in Vijayalaxmi. He spots her during
hisconversationswithRanionSkype
and in subsequent conversations is
concerned more about her than his
own daughter.

KanganaRaunaut’sperformanceas
Rani gives her way into the hearts of
viewersandmakesonedesirearepeat
show. Rajkumar brilliantly plays a
grating assertive man who loves to
makedecisionsforothers,especially
forthewomeninhislife. However, his
performanceisslightlyovershadowed
by Kangana's presence. Producer-
Director Vikas Bahl gracefully
explores a girl's identity. With its
uncomplicated dialogues and a
numberoffunnyone-liners,themovie
gripsitsviewers. Cinematographers
Siddharth Diwan and Boby Singh
havedoneabrilliantjob, especiallyin
thesongsequences.Thesoundtracks
composed by Amit Trivedi ranging
fromveryupbeat‘LondonThumakda’
toverycasual‘Kinare’andtheremixed
‘Hungama Hogaya’, are hummable
and complimentthe storyline without
disturbingthenarrative.“ohGujariya”
is a track you would love to play on
loop.

For the freshness in narration and
dialogues,allinallQueenisamust-see
flmandleavesonewithabigsmileon
face. [@
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MORE THAN THE LANGUAGE, RESIDUE WILL BE REMEMBERED
FOR THE POLITICAL QUESTIONS IT ENGAGES WITH AND SEEKS TO

Junaid Nabi

Residue is a

novel laced with
political vocabulary
of the kind we
didn’t see in
Siddhartha Gigoo's
The Garden of
Solitude.

FIND AN ANSWER TO.

A NOVEL OF

POSSIBILITIES

hefirstthingthatstrikesareader
onreadingNitashaKaul’snovel,
Residue,isthecharacterofLeon
Ali.Heisamysteryuntohimself,
asthename,derivedfromthenamesofthe
RussianrevolutionaryLeonTrotskyanda
commonMuslimnameAli,connotes.Leon
Aliis atroubled man. The entire novel is
alandscape of Leon’s troubled state. He
is a Kashmiri Muslim with one thing: he
is brought up during ‘90s by an irritable
motherinDelhiamidstpovertyandwoeof
another kind.
The treatment he and his mother are
meted with in Delhi, while searching for
anapartment,iswhatstrikesachord with
a native reader. Leon’s experience only
renders him hopeless by making him a
rank outsider wherever he goes.
Residue is a novel laced with political
vocabulary of the kind we didn’t see in
SiddharthaGigoo’sTheGardenofSolitude.
Unlike Gigoo, Nitasha Kaul succeeds in
drawingcharactersthatareshapedbythe
politicsoftheirhomeland,orwhoaretrying
to escape from it. Keya Raina is another
interestingcharacterwhosesolepurpose
in life is to collect “other people’s stories.”
Herzestis parallel with Leon’s escapism.
ThatLeon and Keya should meetand set
aboutfindingtracesofLeon’smissingfather
is predictable and unforthcoming. With
thismeetingofthetwocharacters,theaim
of the novel is brought in focus. In stark
political language, it would be imagining
Kashmirasaspacewherethe histories of
theMuslimandPanditcommunitiesmeet
inafinalembrace;theharmoniousembrace
which was rent asunder by unfortunate
events.LeonandKeyaarecharacterswho
through their troubled lives are trying to
arriveataphenomenonwhichSalimSinai
in Midnight’s Children aptly called ‘a new
way of being’.
How this is done and how far the novel
captures the politics of this effort is the
reasonwhypeopleshouldreadResidue.lt’s

anovel of possibilities. Leon Aliand Keya
Rainaarenotpeoplewhosimplyexist;they
arepeoplewhoshouldexistinoursociety.
The searing search for knowledge of his
father’sdeathisatonelevelmundane,but
LeonlikesomanyKashmirisismakingan
efforttosavehisfatherfromtheonslaughtof
forgetfulnesswhichapparatusesofinjustice
force upon people. Keya Raina, while
helpingLeoninhissearch,isinessencethe
novelist’sdeviceforpoliticalcommentinthe
manner of findingcommontrajectories of
truthseekingamongMuslimsandPandits.

Residue is a novel of abounding
themes, of rising above prejudice and
finding commonness in characters even
ifexperiencesaredifferent.NitashaKaul’s
proseisabitexhaustive,butmorethanthe
language, Residuewillberememberedfor
thepoliticalquestionsitengageswithand
seeks to find an answer to. [
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orninDelhito Premand SarojKohli,
Virat Kohli shot into prominence as
theunder-19skipperwholedIndiato
victoryinthe2008cricket WorldCup
inMalaysia. ltgainedhiminstantrecognition,
makinghimateensensation.Soonhemadehis
ODldebutforindiaagainstSriLankainAugust
2008 as anopener. He played two important
knocks of 37 and 54 inthe second and fourth
ODI, helping India win both the games and
eventuallytheseriesaswell.Histremendous
battingexploitsgave Indiamanytournament
winsandthecricketworldabattingsensation.
Atypical modern cricketer, Kohli plays his
gameaggressively,ventshisemotionsinopen,
yetretainstheelementofmaturitythatisintegral
partofeverygreatplayer. Viratpossesasound
techniqueandperfecthand-eyecoordination.
Heisequallyadeptagainstpaceandspin,and
neverappears ungainly atthe crease. Witha
penchantforusinghisfeetagainstthespinners,
heisknowntobequitedestructivewheninthe
mood. Kohliiswellonthe waytofulfillthe high
expectations placed on him.
Oneofthefinestfieldersinthe game, Kohli
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canfieldanywhereinthe parkgivenhis quick
feetandsafehands.Hecanalsorollhisarmover
withsomeoccasionalmediumpace. Whilehis
testcareermighthavehaditsupsanddowns,
hisODIgraphisdefinitelyanupwardcurve.He
isalreadythefastestlndiantoscore1000,3000,
and 4000runsin ODIs and is also the fastest
cricketer to score 10 ODI centuries. He
was alsothe highestrun scorerfor India
in ODI for three consecutive calendar
years—2010-2011and2012andwonthe
ICC ODI cricketer of the year award in
2012.

Kohlialsoemergedasone ofthe most

consistentbatsmeninthelCCChampions
Trophyindune 2013 andfinishedfifthinthe
tableoftoprun-scorerswith176runs.When
AustraliatouredIndiainOctober2013,Konhli
scored the fastest century for India by hitting
a ton of just 52 deliveries. India ended up
victoriouswiththesecondhighestsuccessful
run chase in the history of the game.

Noone candoubtthe abilities of the prolific
right-hander when it comes to the shorter
versionsofthegame.Inthe2014WorldT20in
Bangladesh,Kohlinotonlystunnedeveryone
with his variety of shots, but also ended up
beingtheleadingrun-getterinthetournament.

KohlileadstheRoyalChallengersBangalore
intheIndianPremiereLeague.Heledhisteam
tofifthpositionintheleaguetable, convincing
RCB to retain him for the 2014 IPL.

Kohli is as active off the field as he is in
businessonfield. SportsPro ratedhimasthe
second most marketable athlete inthe world
withendorsementsofsomeprominentbrands
likePepsiCo,Adidas, TVSMotorstohisname.
Kohli has been dating Bollywood actress
Anushka Sharma for the past year or so with
strong possibilities of them tying the nuptial
knot sooner or later.

With Kohli already establishing himself as
amiddle-order batsman, he is the strongest
contender to take over as the captain of the
Indian cricket team after MS Dhoni. How the
Delhi lad fares in the acid test will be worth
seeing. [

KOHLI EMERGED AS THE MOST CONSISTENT BATSMAN
IN THE ICC CHAMPIONS TROPHY IN JUNE 2013.

VIRAT AMONG
CRICKET’S GREATS

Irshad Khan

His test career
might have had
its ups and
downs, but

his ODI graph
is definitely an
upward curve,




MERC GROUP IN
WISGOMP WORKSHOP
ON PEAGE JOURNALISM

‘WomeninSecurity, ConflictManagement  of Science and Technology, Awantipora;
and Peace (WISCOMPY)’is an initiative  LadyShriRamCollege, Delhi;andJamia
by the ‘Foundation for Universal Millia Islamia. A total of 34 students
ResponsibilityunderhisHolinesstheDalai  including 10 from MERC attended the
Lama’. The foundation was established workshop. The visiting students from
with the Nobel Peace Prize awardedto  Kashmir flew to Delhi a day before as
Dalai Lama in 1989. Under its Hum WISCOMP had already reserved guest
Kadamprogram,WISCOMPconducteda rooms for them in IHC.
workshopfromDec28-302014.Titledas The three-day workshop included 13
‘the Role of Mediain Conflictand Peace: interactivesessionswithvariouseminent
Exploring Alternatives’, the workshop journalists,teachers,socialactivists,and
broughttogetherjournalismstudentsfrom  film makers.
variousuniversitiesacrossJ&KandDelhi. The day started at 9:30 AM with a
Nisar Dharma &  The venues were India Habitat Centre  welcome address by Dr. Meenakshi
Sibtain Hyder (IHC)andIndiaInternationalCentre (IIC-  Gopinath,HonoraryDirectorWISCOMP
Annexe), Lodi Road New Delhi. and former Principal Lady Shri Ram
The participatinginstitutionsincluded  College New Delhi. ltwasfollowedbyan
Media Education Research Centre, ‘lceBreakingandintroductions’session
University of Kashmir;IslamicUniversity by Akanksha Joshi, a =2
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cultural entrepreneur and an award
winning story-teller. As a pleasant
surprise, she made the students do
variousactivitiestobreakthemonotony
and get to know each other. She also
touched upon the art of digital story
tellingbysharingherownexperiences
and showing a few of her short films.

After the lunch, Nilova
Roychaudhury,aseniorjournalistand
Chief Editor of the Indian Review of
Global Affairs (www.irgamag.com),
introduced the audience to Peace
journalism. The session continued
throughout the afternoon as Nilova
discussedhercareerandthechallenges
shefacedwhilereportingthe DelhiRiots
0f1984.The‘KashmirConflictwasalso
discussedduringthecoursewithviews
from both Delhi and Kashmir given
equalmeasure.Theepisodictreatment
toconflictby mediawasanalysedand
measures were suggested to ensure
propercontextualisingof suchissues
while reporting them.

The seconddaybeganwithapanel
discussionincludingAhmadAliFayaz,
a senior journalist and television
producer based in Srinagar and Rita
Manchanda, Director Research at
South Asia Forum for Human Rights.
Thetopicofdiscussionwas‘stateofthe
industry and ethical challenges’.

Thenextsessionwasveryinteractive
as Pervez Majeed, a journalist with
Sahara Times and alumni of MERC,
sharedcopiesofhisuniquestoriesthat
hehadreportedthroughouthiscareer.
Subi Chaturvedi, an IIT-Delhi faculty
memberandmediaresearcheractedas
amoderatorduringthesession.Majeed
demonstrated the need of finding
the right story and promoting peace
journalism while building trust and
credibility in a media organisation.

As the buffet lunch concluded, the
students got a lifetime opportunity to
interact with Raj Chengappa, Editor-
in-Chief of The Tribune Group of
Publications. He spoke about the
corporatizationofmediaandtheethical
challenges a journalist faces while
carryingouthisorherresponsibilities.
Chengappa responded to many
questions posedbythe audience. He
suggestedthatajournalistshouldhave
integritytoensurethatnoneoftheroad

blocks stop him or her from pursuing
peace journalism.

Thepenultimatesessionofthedaysaw
AchinVanaik,anawardwinningsocial
activist and International Relations
and Gilobal Politics academician,
speakaboutthenexusbetweenPeace,
Conflict and Journalism. His session
wasengrossingastheentireaudience
wereallearswhilehespokeabouthow
totake astrong stand and be fearless
while reporting truth.

The day concluded as Nilova
Roychaudhary discussed the art
of reporting conflict with focus on
quellingtheconflictthanaggravatingit.

The final day of the workshop
started at a uniquely interesting note
as PamelaPhilipose, aSeniorFellow
with the Indian Council of Social
ScienceResearch,discussedtheroleof
oralhistoriesandalternativestoriesin
understandingconflict. Shereadafew
oralhistory piecesfrom British India’s
Dandi March and The Bhopal Gas
Tragedy.Thewholeaudienceimmersed
into this unique way of expressing
conflict that brought out human
sufferinginadifferentform,something
thatwasneglectedbythemainstream
discourses. Students from Delhi and
J&K shared their own stories about
conflictandnaturaldisastersincluding
the recent devastating floods.

Thenextsessionallowedtheaudience
toexploreNewMediawhileinteracting
withShuddhabrataSengupta(amedia
practitioner, filmmaker and writer
with the Rags Media Collective) and
Shibayan Raha (a non-direct action
trainer,founderofSevenSistersProject
in North-East India). The invitees
sharedtheirextensiveexperiencesand
explainedhowsocialmediacanbeused
asapowerfulplatformtopracticepeace
journalism.

The concluding sessions included
aseriesofbriefpresentationsofsmall
films made by the students during the
entire workshop. The exercise was
named ‘Gupshup’(alightchat) asthe
filmsfocussedonthelivesofcommon
people in Delhi.

The workshop concluded with a
group photograph, feedback and
closingcommentsfromthe WISCOMP
team. [=]
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Winner 72 hour film competition
organised by Funtoosh

A DAY IN SRINAGAR

MERC PRESENTS
A BUDDING BIRD PRODUCTIONS

PRODUCED AND DIRECTED BY: SUMAIYA YOUSUF | CINEMATOGRAPHY: SUMAIYA YOUSUF
EDITOR: IMRAN LATIEF PATHAN | PRODUCTION ASSISTANCE: MERC | STUDIO: MEDIA EDUCATION RESEARCH CENTRE LABS
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